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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2018 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE MARQUIS DRIVE, RUGELEY   

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton  
     A. Pearson 
           

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs T. Williams (Clerk)   
  

 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs: R. Turville, Mrs A. Turville, Miss J. Wilkins and  
Ms S. Wilkes 
 
Apologies were also received from County Councillor: B. Jones 

 
2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No members of the public were present.     
      

3. POLICE REPORTS 
No Police officers were present at the meeting. 
 
It was reported that there have been continued occurrences of shooting on open land at the top end of 
Kingsley Wood Road. Three high chairs are evident on the flat area and the County Ranger has indicated 
that permission has been awarded for shooting to take place in this location.  

 
The Clerk was asked to contact the Staffordshire Police Firearms Officer to enquire about permissions as 
bridleways and public rights of way are close by.   

 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

To declare interests for this meeting: 

Member 
Councillor P. Adams 

Interest 
Chetwynd’s Charity 

Type 
Personal 
 

         
5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the Meeting held on 18 September 2018 were approved as a true record. 
 

6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Items are listed on the agenda. 

 
7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman advised that the lapel badges had now been received.  
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8. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:  

Community Funded School Crossing Patrols – email from Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, 
Staffordshire County Council (dated 12 November 2018).  

The County Council is asking communities to look to fund their local school crossing patrols from 
September 2019, as part of proposals to close a £35m shortfall in the budget for the next financial year. The 
County Council plans to continue employing, training, managing and providing uniforms for patrols but 
would look to communities, businesses and local organisations to fund their salaries of approximately 
£4000 a year. Feedback and suggestions are requested.  
 
The Parish Council agreed that school crossing patrols is a valuable service which should continue. 
Withdrawing the patrols will lead to a rise in the numbers of accidents occurring around schools.   
 
Resolved: The Parish Council supports the ongoing use of school crossing patrols but has no available funds 
within the budget to offer financial support.  
 
SPCA Weekly Bulletins: 

• Staffordshire Freight and Communities Forum (Bulletin 4 October 2018) – SPCA has recently been 
invited to nominate a representative to serve on the Staffordshire Freight and Communities Forum; 
a body convened by the County Council to look at use of heavy commercial vehicles in East 
Staffordshire and Lichfield districts. Going forward the Forum will have a wider brief and SPCA will 
represent the interests of all parish councils likely to be affected by issues associated with heavy 
commercial vehicle movements (such as HS2). 
 

• Highways & Rights of Way: Your Choices (Bulletin 8 November 2018) – Cutbacks in Staffordshire 

County Council’s cyclical highways maintenance programme due to financial pressures will put 

more responsibility on parish councils if current standards of environmental maintenance are to be 

upheld in future years. The County Council is recommending that all parish councils familiarize 

themselves with the principles and advice set out in the “Highways & Rights of Way: Your Choices” 

website at: http://www.highwaysyourway.info/. The website features examples of how parish 

councils are taking the initiative to ensure they manage their respective small highways amenities 

to best effect. 

 

Elections 2019 (Bulletin 11 October 2018) – It was noted that the Monday following the local 

council elections on 2 May 2019 falls on bank holiday which means that the relevant date for 

retiring and taking office is the day after the bank holiday, on Tuesday 7 May 2019. 

 

• NALC Funding and Grants Bulletin (Bulletin 18 October 2018) - A list of grant funding opportunities 

was forwarded to Members of the Council electronically 

 

 

http://www.highwaysyourway.info/
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Letter from Leader of Staffordshire County Council (19 September 2018) 
A letter from, Phillip Atkins OBE, contains information about the County Council’s medium-term financial 

strategy. 

Staffordshire EnviroGrant – Veolia – An email from Veolia (dated 9 October 2018) provides information 
about this year’s Envirogrant Scheme, a scheme for local groups to apply for small amounts of money (up 
to £1000) for the purpose of making a difference to the environment and local community.  
 
Free Access to Aerial Photography Data - An email from Ordnance Survey (16 November 2018) provides 

information on the launch of the APGB agreement to make aerial photography and height data free-at-the-

point-of-use to the public sector in Great Britain.  

Resolved: That Brindley Heath Parish Council signs up to the APGB agreement after considering the terms 
and conditions.  
 
c) Consultations 

• Changes to Older and Disabled Bus Passes and Your Staffordshire Card 

Staffordshire County Council is ending the ‘Your Staffordshire Card’ bus pass scheme from 31 August 2019 
and has been in discussions with bus operators about the availability of alternative commercial options.  

Comments are invited to the Bus Pass Team at Staffordshire County Council.  

Resolved: That the consultation is noted, and that Councillors respond individually where desired.   
  

• South Staffordshire Local Plan Review – Issues and Options Consultation 

The first stage of a public consultation on the review of the Local Plan has begun and the planning issues 

and possible solutions facing South Staffordshire Council are set out in the Issues and Options consultation 

document. There is also a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA).  The 

consultation runs for 8 weeks from Monday 8 October until 5pm on Friday 30 November 2018.   

Resolved: To note South Staffordshire’s Local Plan Review. 
 

9. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

Observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting: 
 
CH/18/357 Birchbrae, Chaseley Road, Rugeley – first floor extension of existing ground floor bay window 

and re profiling of roof to provide new gable end to bay 

Resolved: No objections. 
 
CH/18/362 White Gables, Kingsley Wood Road, Rugeley – single storey front garage extension with 

balcony on first floor.  Existing garage will be extended to the front and converted to reception, utility and 

bathroom   

Resolved: No objections. 
 

b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/18/373 Land off Brindley Heath Road, Hednesford – erection of 2-bedroom detached bungalow. 
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It was noted that an extension to the final date for making comments had been obtained from the Case 
Officer for this planning application.  

Resolved: To object on the grounds that the proposed development represents an intrusion into the 
Cannock Chase AONB. 
 
CH/18/409 Dorfield, Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley – Construction of ménage. 
 
Resolved: To forward the following comments to the Planning Department at Cannock Chase Council:  
 
The Parish Council has no objections to the development proposal.    

As an observation, concern was expressed that too much development involving horses (also referred to as 
‘horsiculture’) in the area will have a negative effect on the appearance of the countryside. Stables and 
shelters can be harmful to the appearance of the landscape and jumps, horse boxes and other equipment 
can be unsightly.  

It should be borne in mind that Dorfield is very close to a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The 
installation of lights and other additions should not be permitted. 

 
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

To receive planning decisions made by the District and County Council: 

CH/18/286 Woodland House, Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley – installation of two dormer windows into 

existing garage roof (retrospective application) 

Planning permission awarded on 9 October 2018. 

CH/18/326 Woodland House, Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley – orangery, portico to replace porch and 

stone detailing 

Planning permission refused on 13 November 2018. 

Resolved: The District Council’s planning decisions were noted.    
 

d) Updates on other Planning Matters 
 

Penkridge Bank Cottage – An email from the case officer in response to the Parish Council’s enquiry about 

demolition of the original cottage, was noted. 

Tackeroo Camp Site, Penkridge Bank Road, Rugeley - An email from the Senior Licensing Officer (dated 9 

November 2018) with information about access to the Temporary Event Notice (TEN) Public Register was 

noted. An enquiry had been made about the licensing agreement for the Tackeroo Camp Site, the events 

that are permitted and conditions that apply. 

An enquiry has been made to the Planning Department and a response is awaited. 

Cemex Land - Royal Society for the Protection of Birds - A letter to RSPB (dated 5 November 2018) 

supporting the charities efforts to acquire land off Kingsley Wood Road, was noted. 

 

The Clerk was asked to make enquiries to the Countryside Manager at Staffordshire County Council to find 

out the current situation on the issue following reports that the land has been put up for sale on the open 

market. 
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10. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

a) Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan 

An email (dated 9 November 2018) from the Business Support Administrator at Staffordshire County 
Council invites views on Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2019-2024. 

The consultation runs to 11 January 2019 and comments are requested via an online questionnaire.   

Resolved: That comments are forwarded to the Clerk before the close of the consultation to enable a 
collective response to be provided.    
 
b) Cannock Chase AONB Sustainability Fund 

The Rural County Development Officer advises (in an email dated 15 November 2018) that funding is still 
available in this year’s Sustainable Development Fund and applications should be submitted as soon as 
possible. New funding will also be available from 1 April 2019. 

 
Resolved: To note availability of grant funding through the Sustainable Development Fund. 
 
c) Fly Tipping Cannock Chase 

An email from a Cannock Chase Park Ranger (dated 19 November 2018) with information about the nature 
of the work the rangers undertake in dealing with fly tipped material, was noted.  

 
11. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

‘Slow Deer Crossing’ signs - It was suggested that enquiries are made to the Highways Department to about 
the installation of signs alerting motorists to beware of deer crossing (at points where there are known 
deer runs). Appropriate locations would be Stafford Brook Road and Penkridge Bank Road (front and rear of 
Silver Trees Caravan Site).  
 
Land off Penkridge Bank Road – it was noted that during this last weekend approximately 30 cars were 
parked up on the land where the marquees were previously sited.  

 
b) Brindley Village 

Impassable Right of Way – It was confirmed that the Parish Council had written to Beau Desert Golf Club 
asking that bridleway: Brindley Heath 2, which runs over golf club land, is maintained and passable for use 
by the general public. The club was also informed that grant aid may be available through Staffordshire 
County Council for this purpose.   
 
The General Manager confirmed on 26 November 2018 that the Course Manager will walk along the route 
and any necessary action taken during the week.  

 
12. LAPEL BADGES 

Cllor Adams advised that the two enamelled medals and 16 enamelled badges had been received. The 
badges were handed to the Clerk for issue to Councillors as necessary.  
 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Cotton who had designed the badges, for his impressive artwork. 
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Resolved: To note that the badges had been received and the project closed.    
 
13. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

To note forthcoming (external) meetings/nominate members to represent the Parish Council (where   
appropriate): 

o 3 December 2018 – SPCA Annual General Meeting 
 
o Support Staffordshire Local Voluntary Community and Social Enterprise (VCSE) Forums – Cannock 

Chase - Thursday 6 December 10am – 12 noon, Rugeley Community Church 
 

14. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 
The Chairman, Councillor Adams, reported on the Beacon Lighting Battle’s Over WW1 Commemoration 
that he and his wife had attended on Sunday 11 November at St Luke’s Church, Cannock.  
 
The Vice Chairman and Councillor Mrs Turville had also attended the event. 

 
15. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

No additional reports 
 
16. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
27 November 2018).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the Council with 
reserves totalling £12,811.49.  
  
Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 

 
b) To authorise cheques for payment 

100145 
 

The White House   
 

£25.00 Use of room for meeting on 27 
November 2018 
 

100146 Trudy Williams £177.86 Subscription to website tool 
Squarespace 
 

100147 Chetwynd’s Charity  
 

£50.00 Charity donation 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
 

c) To consider a request for a charity donation 

Chetwynd’s Charity 

Cllor Adams declared an interest in Chetwynd’s Charity and did not take part in the discussion. 

A letter (dated 1 December 2018) from the Clerk to the Trustees, asks for a donation towards the work of 
Chetwynd’s Charity, which operates locally in the Rugeley area and offers financial assistance to young 
people who are in further education.  

Resolved: To award £50 to the work of Chetwynd’s Charity. 
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d) Budget and Precept Setting for the year 2019-20 

A proposed budget for the financial year 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020 was distributed to Members. 
Consideration was given to how much the parish council wished to spend and how it intended to fund the 
spending (whether from precept, reserves or other sources of income such as grant aid). 
 
Cannock Chase Council has undertaken a calculation of Brindley Heath Parish Council’s Tax Base for 2019-
20 and will be recommending that it is set at 241.49.  
 
It was noted that with a Tax Base of 241.49, the same precept value as last year (£4400) would result in a 
householder charge of £18.22 for a Band D property, representing a 1.65% reduction.   
 
Resolved:   

• To approve the draft budgetary figures for the year 2019-20 

• To set the precept at £4400 for the financial year 2019-20 (subject to District Council approval of 
the recommended figures) 

 
17. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

Members were advised that Rugeley & District Community First Responders had been awarded a Queens 
Award for Voluntary Services. 
 
It was agreed that Brindley Heath Parish Council write to thank the Community First Responders for their 
lifesaving services and congratulate them on their impressive achievements.   

 
18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 19 February 2019 at the White house, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath at 7.30pm.  

 
The Chairman closed the meeting and thanked all present for their attendance. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………………... 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
 
 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 

 
 


