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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 12 MARCH 2019 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE MARQUIS DRIVE, RUGELEY   

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton  
     A. Pearson 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs M. A. Turville 
     Ms J. Wilkins 
           

 
IN ATTENDANCE: PCSO Liz Dale (for Police Reports item) 
 PCSO David Hughes (for Police Reports item) 
 Staffordshire County Councillor M. Sutherland 
 Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies were received from County Councillors: B. Jones  

 
2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No members of the public were present.     
      

3. POLICE REPORTS 
PCSO Liz Dale and PCSO David Hughes updated the Council on work the Local Policing Team had been 
involved with since the last meeting. The statistics given covered a three-month period and included 
Etching Hill as well as Brindley Heath Parish.     
 
The incidents included: 4 Road traffic collisions (Shooting Butts Road, Birches Valley, Stafford Brook Road 
and Penkridge Bank Road), 4 road incidents, 1 burglary in Penkridge Bank Road, 11 anti-social behaviour 
incidents, 2 wildlife incidents, 3 suspicious incidents, 1 hate crime,1 fire, 1 theft from a motor vehicle, 5 
incidents of criminal damage, 7 missing persons cases, 13 domestic and 35 anti-social behaviour incidents. 
 
Councillors raised issues relating to: 
 

• scrambling, which is going on across the parish (thought not to be helped when Forestry 
Commission gates are left open).   

 

• Several complaints have been made about nuisance in Shooting Butts Road. 
 

• Motorbikes and cars are continuing to use main roads through the parish as a race track.  
 
PCSO Dale updated members on a Senior Cadet Course she is running at Cannock Chase High School and 
The Harts School. The course is similar to the Junior Police Cadets Scheme but for older children. The topics 
covered will include knife crime, anti-social behaviour and sexual exploitation. She had originally wanted to 
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ask for funding to purchase pin badges for the children taking part but had since secured the necessary 
finance. 
 
The Police Officers were thanked for providing a full report, before leaving the meeting. 

 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

To declare interests for this meeting: 

Member 
Councillor P. Adams 

Interest 
Chetwynd’s Charity 

Type 
Personal 
 

         
5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the Meeting held on 27 November 2018 were approved as a true record. 
 

6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
A letter has been sent to the Countryside Manager at Staffordshire County Council in support of two grant 
applications to the Rural Development Programme for England and the Heritage Lottery Fund. Successful 
applications will secure improvements to enhance countryside sites including the Visitor Centre in Marquis 
Drive.  
 
A letter has been sent to Community First Responders congratulating them on their Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service.  
 
The Parish Council has not yet been signed up to Ordnance Survey’s Aerial Photography and Height Data, 
but this will be pursued as access to the data will be beneficial.    
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman advised the Council that Western Power had undergrounded the cables on Stafford Brook 
Road and Kingsley Wood Road. Workmen carrying out the task had been first class.  
 
The noise emanating from Hednesford Raceway on 24 February 2019 had been terrible as the wind was 
blowing from the south and there appeared to be no silencers on the vehicles. It was reported that 
Cannock Chase Council had been asked some time ago to plant trees as a buffer.  
 
Cllr Pearson said that he would make enquiries with appropriate officers at the District Council. 
 
The Chairman commented on the amount of litter on the verges of Penkridge Bank Road and Broadhurst 
Green Road, between the Forest Centre and A34.  This matter will be reported to the District Council.  
     

8. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:  

Community Infrastructure Levy Guidance for Parish and Town Councils – Email from the Principal Planner, 
Cannock Chase Council (dated 26 November 2018).  
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A guidance document has been published by Cannock Chase Council with nformation on the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and in particular the Neighbourhood Funds that are transferred to Parish and Town 
Councils. It was noted that CIL monies should be spent within five years of receipt. 
 
Resolved: To note the Community Infrastructure Levy Guidance for Town and Parish Councils. 
 
Presentation of WW1 Beacon – A mini replica of the large beacon designed to mark the 100-year 
anniversary of the end of the First World War, at St Luke’s Church on 11 November 2018, has been issued 
to Brindley Heath Parish Council. The replica was handed to the Chairman.  

 
Parish Council Elections 2019 – Emails from the Democratic & Resilience Services Manager (dated 21 
January and 5 March 2019) were noted. 
 
The District Council is holding a briefing session on Thursday 21 March 2019 (at 5:00pm in the Council 
Chamber, District Council offices) for prospective candidates and agents considering standing in the District 
and Parish Councils elections on 2 May.  
 
Information on Purdah was also included along with amendments to the Local Election Rules which remove 
the requirement for candidates to have their home addresses published on the ballot paper and statement 
of persons nominated, at principal area and parish elections. 
 
Resolved: To note information on the parish elections 2019. 

 
Funding of School Crossing Patrols – A letter from the Leader of Staffordshire County Council, Philip Atkins 
OBE (dated 24 January 2019) advises that, after listening to public feedback, the proposed cuts to funding 
of school crossing patrols will not be taken further at this time.  
 
Resolved: To note the outcome of the School Crossing Patrols Consultation. 

 
Local Bus Services across the County – An email from the Community Transport and Communications 
Officer, Staffordshire County Council (dated 25 January 2019) advises that contracts for a small number of 
local bus services are due to end in March 2019, including Cannock Taxibus. The County Council issues 
contracts for fixed periods which are regularly reviewed to ensure they provide value for money and meet 
current travel demands. This may mean the operator, or the service may change. 
 
Resolved: To note the bus services whose contracts are due for renewal in March 2019.  

 
SPCA Weekly Bulletins: 

• Campaign to Protect Rural England (Bulletin 13 December 2018) – The Staffordshire Branch of the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is inviting Parish Councils to take up membership in 
order to benefit from the support provided on planning issues. 
 

• Elections (2019) (Bulletin 27 December 2018) – The advice issued by the Returning Officers at each 

of the electoral authorities will be the definitive guidance that should be followed by candidates 

intending to stand for election as local councillors. The Returning Officer will also advise local 

councils on conducting the elections efficiently. Links to information on the websites of the 

Electoral Commission and NALC were provided.   

 



 

Chairman’s Initials …………………………………           34/2018-19 
 
 

              
 

c) Consultations 

• Cannock Chase District Council’s Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment 
(SHLAA) – call for Sites and Updates to Methodology 2019 

Cannock Chase Council is in the process of producing a 2019 update to the SHLAA and Employment 
Land Availability Assessment (ELAA). It is requesting any updates to information on existing sites 
within the SHLAA and /or EAA and information on any new sites that could be included. THE SHLAA 
and ELAA will inform and contribute to the background evidence base for the Councils’ Local Plan, 
Brownfield Register and Authority Monitoring Report.  

The final date for return of a ‘Call for Sites’ submission form was 8 March 2019.   

Resolved: To note the Consultation, although it has now closed.     
  

9. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

Observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting: 
 
CH/18/409, Dorfield Stafford Brook Road – construction of ménage 

 
Resolved: To forward the following comments to Cannock Chase Council: 
 
No objections. As an observation, concern is expressed that too much development involving horses (also 
referred to as ‘horsiculture’) in the area will have a negative effect on the appearance of the countryside. 
Stables and shelters can be harmful to the appearance of the landscape and jumps, horse boxes and other 
equipment can be unsightly.  

 
It should be borne in mind that Dorfield is very close to a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The 
installation of lights and other additions should not be permitted. 
 
CH/19/005, 2 Fair Oak Cottage, Birches Valley – extension to garage (retrospective) 
 
Resolved: No objections. 
 
CH/19/033 Rugeley B Power Station – EIA Scoping Opinion Consultation 
 
Resolved:  To forward the following comments to Cannock Chase Council:  
 
The Parish Council welcomes inclusion of ‘Commencement of regeneration of the Rugeley Power Station 
site’ as one of six strategic objectives. Redevelopment of previously developed land is much preferable to 
development on Greenfield sites.  
 
We understand that an outline planning application was likely to be submitted later this year for the whole 
site, with detailed planning to follow. It was expected that the first homes would be built within two/three 
years of planning permission being granted, with redevelopment of the whole site taking between 10 and 
15 years. 

▪ Assistance should be given to businesses that wish to move from employment areas served by roads 
through residential areas to employment land on the Power Station site.  
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▪ The regeneration should include some form of Country Park on land in flood zone 3.  The proximity 
of this country park may allow some increase in density above that which would be appropriate in 
areas that were not next to new substantial public open space.  

 
▪ There must be adequate educational, medical and transport provision for new housing on the site. 

 
▪ There is a reduced area allocated for employment and more of the site should include good 

employment opportunities. 
 

▪ The provision of additional community facilities such as a small cinema would be seen as an 
important and much valued addition to the site. Also, a new doctor’s surgery. 
 

▪ Public transport would be required to serve the housing on the site. 
 

▪ Links’ onto the site are key, a link into the Brereton side of the Chase Line is important. Will there be 
a link through to the new roundabout? The only current links provided were at the two far 
extremities of the site. 

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  
 
CH/19/053 Aldene, Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley – Application to vary Condition 3 (to allow use of annexe 
by non-householders) as a one-bedroom holiday let. Pursuant to CH/13/0449.  
 
Resolved: To forward the following comments to Cannock Chase Council: 
 

Strong objections to the development proposal are raised for the following reasons:   
 

1. Reuse of the building as a holiday let will constitute inappropriate development in the Green Belt. Its 
impact will be harmful to the openness of the Green Belt.   

 

• The proposed use of the smokehouse will have a materially greater impact on openness than 
the use defined by condition 3 of planning permission CH/13/0449. The activity associated with 
a holiday let and increased use of the driveway and parking area will reduce the openness of 
the site.   

• Access to the site can be hazardous as the development is situated at a busy junction and 
Penkridge Bank Road is a very fast road.    

• There are no very special circumstances stated in the application to justify the development and 
outweigh the harm that will result. 

 
2. Reuse of the smokehouse as a holiday let will have an adverse impact on the character and 

appearance of the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
 

• There will be increased use of the access and driveway for vehicular parking. 

• The development will lead to other changes to the rear garden in connection with holiday 
accommodation (outdoor areas, garden furniture, etc). The rear garden will become far more 
developed without the need for further planning approval. 

 
3. Use as a holiday let will have a harmful effect on neighbours. 
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• Holiday units have the potential to create considerable noise and activity which will be very 
close to the boundary with Harral. 

• Holiday lets will naturally involve outdoor activities and comings and goings in the evenings. 
Holiday makers will be less aware of the potential for noise and disturbance. 

• Incidence of overlooking or harm regarding privacy 
 

4. Impact on SSSI: 
 

• More people staying close by and changes to the layout of the garden could impact the nearby 
SSSI. Implications of the proposal are uncertain but could be significant. 

 
The smokehouse is an important historical building within the county and Members consider that it has 
already been spoiled, particularly with the addition of UPVC windows. They would like to see it carefully 
preserved for uses connected with the main dwelling only, not occupied as a holiday let.  
 
The Parish Council would like to ask that the application is determined by the District Council’s Planning 
Control Committee.  

 
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

To receive planning decisions made by the District and County Council: 

CH/18/081, Aldene, Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley - demolition of existing dwelling and construction of 
replacement detached dwelling. 
 
Planning permission awarded on 22 November 2018. 
 
CH/18/357 Birchbrae, Chaseley Road, Rugeley – first floor extension of existing ground floor bay window 
and re profiling of roof to provide new gable end to bay 
 
Planning permission awarded on 29 November 2018. 

 
CH/18/362 White Gables, Kingsley Wood Road, Rugeley – single storey front garage extension with 
balcony on first floor.  Existing garage will be extended to the front and converted to reception, utility and 
bathroom. 
   
Planning permission awarded on 18 December 2018. 
 
CH17/348 Fallow Park, Rugeley – Residential development of 3 houses 
 
Planning permission awarded on 5 December 2018. 

 
CH/18/373 Land off Brindley Heath Road, Hednesford – erection of 2-bedroom detached bungalow 
 
Planning permission refused on 14 December 2018. 

 
d) Updates on other Planning Matters 

 
Cannock Chase Council’s Planning Application Consultation 
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An email from the Managing Director of Cannock Chase Council (dated 21 December 2018) provides 

responses to issues raised by parish and town councils about accessing planning applications on the District 

Council’s website. The content of the email was noted. 

Tackeroo Camp Site, Penkridge Bank Road, Rugeley 

An email from the Development Control Manager (dated 5 February 2019), in response to a request for the 

planning conditions relating to the nature and frequency of events that could be held at the camp site (in 

any one year), was noted. 

Land off Penkridge Bank Road – Concerns were expressed about use of the land for camping, which under 
permitted development rules should not exceed 28 days.  
 
Shooting Butts Centre – Concerns were expressed about the large number of cars that were parking on 
adjoining land.  
 

10. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

a) Cannock Chase AONB Update – New Team Members 

An email (dated 14 December 2018) from the Business Support Administrator at Staffordshire County 
Council, with information about the new Cannock Chase AONB Team members, was noted.  

 
b) Bevin’s Birches and Adjoining Land 

The Midlands Reserves Manager at RSPB has advised (in a phone call on 8 February 2019) that the bird 
charity is still interested in taking over the management of Bevin’s Birches and Adjoining Land with a view 
to running it as a nature reserved over the next number of years. It is in talks with Cemex UK but the 
process is a lengthy one.  

 
c) Slow ‘Deer Crossing Signs’ 

Enquiries have been made with the Highways Department about the installation of signs alerting motorists 
to beware of deer on the road at regularly used deer crossing points on Penkridge Bank Road and Stafford 
Brook Road.  
 
The Community Highway Liaison Officer has advised that a number of deer signs (of different types) are 
already installed along Penkridge Bank Road and Stafford Brook Road, as well as deer deterrents.  

 
11. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Shooting Incidents in Kingsley Wood Road - The content of an email from the Senior Firearms Enquiry 
Officer, Staffordshire Police (dated 4 January 2019) explains the law with regard to licensing firearms and 
this was noted. 
 
Flooding at Marquis Drive – the flooding of the road surface near to the junction with Penkridge Bank Road 
is still ongoing. Staffordshire County Council is in the process of undertaking further investigations to 
identify the cause. 
 
Lorries Exiting Rugeley Quarry – A number of emails from the Community Affairs Consultant and 
Development Planner at Cemex had been included in the Clerks Report. These were in response to 
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concerns raised about lorries turning in and out of the quarry entrance, sometimes without giving way to 
traffic on Stafford Brook Road. 

 
b) Brindley Village 

Removal of Brindley Village Signs – no light has been cast on which Council (district or county) removed the 
signs (x2) without consultation.   

 
12. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

To note forthcoming (external) meetings/nominate members to represent the Parish Council (where   
appropriate): 

o Staffordshire in the Great War Conference on 30 March 2019 
 
13. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

The Chairman, Councillor Adams, reported on the Beacon Lighting Battle’s Over WW1 Commemoration 
that he and his wife had attended on Sunday 11 November at St Luke’s Church, Cannock.  
 
The Vice Chairman and Councillor Mrs Turville had also attended the event. 

 
14. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

Councillor Sutherland informed Members about his role at the County Council which involves the Council’s 
finances. He said the County has been facing a £37m budget shortfall for 2019-20.  Budget planning had 
been scheduled earlier than usual and in July the Cabinet considered the steps it needed to take to balance 
the books and attempt to secure a five-year balanced budget. Efforts have also involved lobbying 
Government and seeking the support of MP’s. The Council has been open and honest about its financial 
position and has listened to the public feedback received. 

 
The proposal to cut the financing of School Crossing Patrols was an emotional issue and an opportunity had 
been provided to enable consideration of alternative ways of paying for these services. Following 
consultation, it was decided that the County would at the present time, continue to fund the service. 
 
The volunteer section of the County’s work is progressing well, particularly the library services where 
communities have successfully taken them on, and footfall has increased.  
 
The County has been working with the Police and Crime Commissioner and the Fire Authority. They are 
looking to build on the SPACE scheme for young people.  
 
The Local Government Pension Scheme is doing very well and there is no shortfall. 
 
The County Council is making provision for Brexit. The senior team has been looking at the logistics and is 
working to ensure that supply lines are kept open.  

 
15. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
12 March 2019).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the Council with reserves 
totalling £12,558.63.  
  
Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
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b) To authorise cheques for payment 

100148 
 

The White House   
 

£25.00 + £15 Use of room for meeting on 12 
March 2019 and 
reimbursement of electricity 
supply to defibrillator January 
to December 2019 
 

100149 Trudy Williams £1249.08 Salary x six months for October 
2018 to March 2019 (to end of 
financial year).  
 

100150 Staffordshire County Council   
 

£125.00 AONB Group Membership 

100151 
 

Trudy Williams £80.99 + £8.50 Printer Cartridge for printing 
during 2018-2019 & paper x 2 
reams + envelopes 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 

 
c) To consider a request for a charity donation 

Senior Police Cadets Scheme 

A request for a charity donation has been withdrawn as PCSO Liz Dale has been successful in securing 
alternative funding.    

 
16. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

Members were advised that Councillor Ms Suzanne Wilkes had taken the decision to step down from her 
position as Parish Councillor and has submitted her resignation to the Chairman.  
 
Members of the Council were very sorry to hear this news and wished to thank Ms Wilkes for her services 
to the parish and the council.    

 
17. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meetings of the Council will be held on Wednesday 15 May 2019 at the White house, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath. The Annual Parish Meeting will take place at 7:00pm followed by the Annual 
Meeting at 7:30pm.  
 
The following meeting dates were also set:  
 
Tuesday 9 July 2019,  
Tuesday 10 September and  
Tuesday 26 November. 

 
The Chairman closed the meeting and thanked all present for their attendance. 
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Signed………………………………………………... 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
 
 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


