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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 26 JULY 2016 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     Ms S. Wilkes 
     Mrs M. A. Turville 
     R. Turville (vice Chairman) 
     D. Ballett 
     A. Pearson  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE: One member of the public (to the end of public 

participation) 
 Mrs T. Williams (Clerk)   
  
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor D. Cotton.  
 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

No police officers were in attendance. 
 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
Planning application at Rugeley Quarry (CH.16/05/709 M) – the local resident present reported on the 
opinion of a Planner they know who has looked at the proposal and thinks it might involve an extension of 
the quarry and as many as 240+ more lorry movements, with use of some very large expandable vehicles. 
The Planner was going to make contact with the case officer.  

It has also been reported by fellow neighbours that the quarry is importing aggregate/raw materials. 
Photos have been taken and quarry staff have confirmed they are indeed doing this. The person present 
and the Planner hold the view that a quarry loses its identity as a quarry if it brings material in and 
undertakes manufacturing processes that go beyond quarrying/extraction. Cllor Pearson said quarries have 
always been able to bring in materials for their operation and Cllor Adams also said it was in line with the 
nature of the business.  

The Chairman explained that there has been a previous planning application approved at the quarry which 
involves the importation of limestone. This was the retention of sand blending plant application 
(CH.15/01/709 M) which incorporates the importation of limestone to mix with substandard sand, enabling 
the manufacture of good quality concrete. This operation involves four additional movements – two in and 
two out each day. Another application for the manufacture of top soil by blending screened sand with 
compost is being processed by the Planning Department currently (CH.16/03/709 M). 

Cllor Adams confirmed that he had spoken to the Development Planner and Quarry Manager to seek 
clarification about their intentions with the latest planning application CH.16/05/709 M (not to comply with 
conditions 2 and 8 of planning permission CH.00/0577 & S.40018 to revise the phasing and of the working 
and restoration of the quarry). It was explained that Cemex want to change the way they work at the 
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quarry. They want to change the order of the areas they dig out (within the site), switching from the 
current area (which is almost exhausted) to another of a number of areas viable for quarrying. This will not 
make any difference to anyone locally.  

Cllor Adams said that the planning application forms issued by the County request information on 
minimum and maximum estimates/measures for vehicle movements but this does not mean there is any 
intention to increase the numbers by these amounts. It is estimated that the increase in movements will 
amount to 10 per day.  

It was suggested that before the application is determined an independent survey should be done (from 
September when children return to school) to determine accurately the numbers of movements on local 
roads. There are a lot of lorries using the road as a through route to other quarries and it was also 
suggested that the County Council consider making the route an access only route. Not all HGV traffic on 
Stafford Brook Road and Bower Lane is travelling to and from Rugeley Quarry. 

It was pointed out how difficult it is to drive around the corner at the junction (Penkridge Bank Road with 
Stafford Brook Road) when lorries are there, and particularly now that the new owners of Aldene have 
started work on their property. Vehicles are sometimes having to reverse back as far as the caravan park. 
Some of these lorries are also very wide and this is one of the big issues with them. 

It was reported that many of the lorries are now keeping their speed to 30mph which is pleasing. 

Motorcyclists – It was reported that motorcyclists have been back on the roads again recently. This is a 
matter for the Police. 

Development work – a point of concern was raised about the opening of an old access onto Penkridge 
Bank Road and it becoming permanent, and a question asked about whether building inspections always 
take place at appropriate stages of a build.    

Cllor Pearson offered to make enquiries with the District Council’s Planning Department.  

Wooden Post situated on verge on Stafford Brook Road (near junction with Penkridge Bank Road) – The 
posts should be removed on the verge as cars backing out of drives are at risk of hitting them. Cllor Adams 
said that usually the Highways Department are responsible for the first two metres of verges adjoining the 
highway. The owner of the land who installed the posts had said he would arrange to have one of them 
removed. 

IRONMAN – the inconvenience caused by the road closures on the day was discussed briefly.  
  

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

To declare interests for this meeting 

Member   
Cllor A. Pearson 

Interest 
Neighbour of applicant for planning 
application CH/16/0212 
 
Member of the District Council’s 
Planning Control Committee 
 

Type 
Personal and prejudicial 

   
5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 24 May 2016 were approved as a true record. 
 
The Chairman thanked the Vice Chairman, Cllor R. Turville, for chairing the meeting in his absence.  
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6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Cannock Chase District Scouts Association were grateful for the charity donation made towards their 
celebration event. 
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman said that Staffordshire County Council outsourcing is going to be a problem in the future and 
there are a number of concerns.  These public services cannot run efficiently only with volunteers. 

 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
  
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

Community Infrastructure Levy – Cannock Chase Council’s Local Funds Allocation Process for receipts 
received 2015-16 – A copy of a letter (dated 4 July 2016) from Clare Eggington, Planning Policy Manager at 
Cannock Chase Council had been copied to all members.   
 
The letter sets out the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) receipts 2015-16 local funds allocation process 
and advises that since June 2015 the District Council has not received any CIL receipts from development 
occurring within Brindley Heath parish. In view of the total receipts for the District being £9000 for 2015-16 
Clare advised that the money will be held until the bidding process to allocate the funds to individual 
projects is undertaken. This is not expected to begin until the 2017-18 financial year. 

 
Staffordshire County Council’s appeal for library volunteers – a letter from Gill Heath, Cabinet Member for 
Communities and the Environment (dated 29 June 2016) asks the parish council to support and promote 
volunteering in libraries and also the ‘Volunteering Speaks Volumes’ accreditation programme (a short 
vocational course exploring good customer service, making a good first impression and how to interact with 
customers). 

 
SPCA bulletins – no items raised for discussion. 

  
Resolved: To note the information and to publicise the appeal for library volunteers on the parish council’s 
website. 
 
c) Consultations 

There were no consultations to report. 
 

9. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 
An email from the Member & Democratic Services Office at Staffordshire County Council (dated 16 June 
2016) has confirmed that the Community Fund application for a public access defibrillator to be installed at 
the White House has been approved in principle by Cllor George Adamson and Cllor Mrs. Mitchell. 
Unfortunately, Mr G. Martin is unable to offer funding towards this project.   
 
Upon discovering that Cllor Martin was not able offer grant funding, Cllor Adamson very kindly telephoned 
the Clerk (as well as discussing the matter with Cllor Pearson) and has offered to increase his grant 
contribution from £500 to £750 to enable the project to go ahead. He suggested that Cllor Mrs Mitchell be 
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asked to do the same as the £500 additional sum between them would cover the value Cllor Martin was 
not able to offer, and enable the scheme to go ahead.  
 
Cllor Pearson offered to ask Cllor Mrs Mitchell if she would be able to increase her offer to £750 and it was 
reported that Cllor Cotton had written to Cllor Martin to ask if he could reconsider his decision and support 
the project. A letter had also been forwarded to Cllor Mrs Mitchell by the Clerk. 
 
It was agreed that if Cllor Mrs Mitchell was able to increase her offer, the parish council would place an 
order with AEDdonate. The remaining balance will be financed by the parish council. 
 
Efforts would be made to find out whether Birches Valley now had a defibrillator installed. 
 
Resolved:  

 To note with grateful thanks that County Cllor George Adamson and County Cllor Mrs Christine 
Mitchell have supported the Community Fund project.   

 That Cllor Mrs Mitchell be asked if she would be willing to increase her grant funding to £750 

 To raise an order with AEDdonate for a defibrillator to be installed, in consultation with staff at the 
White House.      

 
10. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 
A query had been made with the Planning Department about installing ‘Glamping Pods’ and it was 
confirmed that planning permission would be needed. 
 
CH/15/0164 1 Twin Cottages, Kingsley Wood Road, Rugeley – Remodelling of existing dwelling including 
part demolition to side and rear, resulting in a detached dwelling, raised roof height to facilitate habitable 
rooms at first floor, two storey side extension, garage to rear and landscaping to front and rear gardens 
(amended description and plans). 
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council on 27 May 2016 stating: 
 
1. Thank you for your letter dated 29 April 2016 inviting Brindley Heath Parish Council to comment on the 

amendments to this planning application.   

2. The Parish Council’s Planning Committee has no objection to the work proposed for the remodelling of the 

dwelling. It does have concerns however that the driveway located to the side of the property still encroaches 

onto the adjoining land.  

3. The Planning Committee also feels that permission for the installation of a pond on the land at the rear should be 

made in a separate planning application. The land does not form part of the domestic curtilage of the property 

and is a different planning unit. A pond constitutes development in planning terms and its effects on the AONB 

and Green Belt should be considered independently and confirmed as being positive. Strong planning conditions 

should be applied to ensure that no further work is undertaken (or treatments added) to the pond and land 

without further permissions. 

CH.16/05/709M Rugeley Quarry – application not to comply with (to vary) conditions 2 and 8 of planning 
permission CH.00/0577 & S.40018 to revise the phasing of the working and restoration of Rugeley Quarry.  
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No consultation letter has been forwarded to County Council as yet. This will be done after investigations 
on the details of the case are complete. An extension had been awarded by Staffordshire County Council. 

 
Resolved: To confirm the comments forwarded to Cannock Chase Council in respect of CH/16/0164 and to 
continue investigations on CH.16/05/709 M before submitting a response to Staffordshire County Council.  

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/16/212 414 Rugeley Road – proposed front extension with internal alterations (resubmission of 
CH/15/0273) amended. 
 
A description of the work already done externally at the premises was given as well as details of the 
development proposal. It was noted that: trees/hedging have been cut down, the extension will be 
rendered and not built in brick facings to match the original property, the property is within the boundary 
of the AONB, there is a proposal to have a dropped kerb along the whole length which is likely to involve 
full removal of the County Council’s grassed verge (part of it has already been removed), an additional 
chimney is proposed (which will be a third one in the property) in a smokeless zone.  
 
A discussion took place and it was decided that the consultation letter from the Parish Council to the 
planning department would contain the following points: 
 

 The front extension should be built in brick (not faced with render) as the original bungalow and 
most other bungalows in the row are built in brick 

 That the dropped kerb should be the standard width (access for a motor vehicle) and should not 
continue across the whole width of the frontage (It was preferred that the verge remained insitu). 

 The property is in a smokeless zone with strict controls over the material that can be burned. It is 
not understood why an additional chimney would be required 

 
A vote was taken on whether another chimney should be installed. 2 members were in favour of the 
applicant installing this feature and 3 members were against. One member did not take part in the vote. 
 
It is noted that Cllor Pearson expressed his views about the case as a neighbouring homeowner only. He did 
not take part in the vote.  

 
Resolved: To submit a consultation letter with points based on the discussion above.        
   
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH/15/0164 1 Twin Cottages, Kingsley Wood Road 

Application approved on 7 July 2016. The pond has been excluded from the domestic curtilage. 
 
Cannock Chase Council has been asked to supply the plan referred to in the decision notice (with the 
reference 0010-14 Rev B) showing the domestic curtilage for the parish council to hold on file. A plan has 
been supplied but the reference is slightly different (0010-14 Rev A). Although the curtilage line is the same 
on both plans another request has been made for a colour copy of the plan ending in ‘B’. A plan for 2 Twin 
Cottage has also been requested. 

 
Resolved: The planning decision was noted.  
 
d) Other Planning Related Matters 
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Accumulation of debris at Oak Tree Farm 

It had been noted that the accumulation of debris was going down but only slowly. 

Members were reminded that the following notices were served on the owner & operator on Friday 13 

May 2016: 

1. A Stop Notice. The notice comes into effect from 17 May 2016 and prevents the importing of any new 

waste material. It does not impose any obligation to remove what is already there. It is not time 

limited and lasts indefinitely.  

 

2. An Enforcement Notice (served under Town and Country Planning legislation). 

The Notice came into effect on 10 June and the operator/owner has two months to stop all activity 

(importing/processing) and to clear the site. 

 

It was noted in an email (dated 10 June 2016) from the Senior Regulation Officer at Staffordshire County 

Council that there had been no appeal against the Enforcement Notice and it is anticipated that all waste 

should be removed by 7 August. The officer said discussions have taken place with the AONB team and 

delivering waste to such a sensitive area is unacceptable. The County Council is aware of previous waste 

issues on the site and the Environment Agency and Cannock Chase Pollution Control have been involved. 

Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service are providing statements in respect of the recent burning incidents 

and the site will continue to be monitored. The planning application CH.16/04/781 W was not made valid. 

  

The Environment Agency has gathered enough evidence to deregister the waste exemptions and this was 

to be completed on 15 June 2016 (unless the operator submitted a written response detailing why the 

exemptions should be retained). The operator had not provided any such written response.   
 

Resolved: To note the information and monitor progress with the matter closely. 
 
11. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

IRONMAN – a complaint has been made to Mr Ness, Senior Environmental Health Officer (Cannock Chase 
Council) on behalf of the Chairman (on 15 June 2016) that many complaints have been made about the 
Ironman event on Sunday 12 June 2016. Apart from the inconvenience of not being able to get in and out 
of homes because of the road closures, people in Rugeley, Etching Hill and Brindley Heath were woken at 
7.30am by amplified music.  

Mr Ness confirmed that he had received no complaints about the event directly and would forward the 
matter to Staffordshire County Council for investigation.  

Ben Hollands, Acting Sportshire Coordinator at Staffordshire County Council has responded (in emails 
received on 16 and 29 June 2016) stating that the PA system for IRONMAN was at Shugborough (7km away 
from Brindley Heath). He said he would investigate and feed the information back to IRONMAN to be 
considered as part of a full review of the 2016 Staffordshire IRONMAN 70. 3. He also said he will be working 
with environmental health teams to try to understand the issues with the noise. He is told it may be linked 
to the weather and atmospheric conditions on the day as the sound arrangements were the same as for 
2015 when this did not appear to be a problem. 

Resolved: To note that Staffordshire County Council are feeding the information to IRONMAN. 

WOODLAND WEDDINGS – an email from Bob Worm, Managing Director of Events Collective Ltd has 
confirmed he will be using his own DJ set up for the wedding events at the Tackeroo this year. Terms and 
conditions for all external PA systems used (when booking external bands) are very strict on the equipment 
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used, and will be set up to his satisfaction ensuring the right sound levels are met and bands work to his 
specification. 

Mr Worm gave his assurances that he is committed to ensuring that the least amount of disturbance is 
caused to neighbouring properties around Cannock Chase Forest.   He will be doing a letter drop to nearby 
streets and undertaking sound monitoring during live event times. He will look at wind directions and 
speaker positions. Wind directions can change quickly and he will try to take this into consideration to 
manage effective sound levels during wedding events. 

Resolved: Mr Worms efforts to prevent neighbour disturbance during events organised by Events 
Collective was noted. 
 
It was requested that noise monitoring statistics be obtained from the Environmental Health Department 
for the forest concert events. The Chairman reported that when the Kaiser Chiefs came on the volume 
went up. 
  

12. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Overhanging branches on Stafford Brook Road 
Quarry staff have asked for the parish councils support with their concerns about roadside vegetation 
encroaching and overhanging onto the carriageway on Stafford Brook Road in the vicinity of Dorfield. They 
are concerned that it is causing HGV’s to have to stray onto the adjacent carriageway to avoid it. They’ve 
taken the matter up with County Highways via the Planning Monitoring Officer but have been advised that 
it is not a problem.  
 
It was confirmed that the Community Highway Liaison Officer would investigate the matter and if necessary 
write to the residents who are responsible for the hedges and trees. An inspection would first take place to 
establish whether, in her opinion, the public highway is being adversely affected.   
 
b) Brindley Village 

Cllor Pearson reported that the Tackeroo Club had been demolished. No decision notice has come through 
on this planning application but they often don’t if S.106 monies are payable first. 

 
13. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

The following invitation was noted:  

The District Council’s Standards Committee Meeting will be held on 10 October 2016 (if the meeting goes 
ahead).    
 
 Resolved: Upcoming events were noted. 

 
14. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllor Pearson and Trudy Williams had attended Hednesford Town Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Launch 
event on Monday 4 July 2016. 
 
Cllor Adams had attended a meeting of Longdon Cotton Alms-houses, and also reported on a bid that has 
been submitted by Friends of Etching Hill. 
  

15. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
No reports  
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16. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
26 July 2016).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the council (balance £6261.75) 
and the bank account balance, which is £6436.75 (Chairman’s cheque is still to be issued and Scout 
Association cheque has not been presented).   

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) To consider a request for a charity donation 

A letter (dated 10 June 2016) was noted from Citizens Advice Staffordshire South West seeking support for 
their Chair’s Appeal 2016.  

Resolved:  To decline a charity donation. The cause is not directly in Brindley Heath and resources for 
donations are very limited. 

 
c) To consider approving the National Joint Council for Local Government pay scales for 2016-17 

There has been agreement on the 2016 pay award by the National Joint Council for Local Government 
Services (NJC) from 1 April 2016. LCP1 SCP 17 moves from £9.029 to £9.12 per hour.   

Resolved: To approve the National Joint Council’s salary scales from 1 April 2016  
 

d) To authorise cheques for payment 

100094 The White House 
 

£25 Use of room for parish meeting 
on 26 July 2016 
 

100095 T. Williams £533.52 Salary April, May, June 2016. 
£177.84 x 3  
 

    

    

 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
  

17. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Members were very sorry to learn that the former Parish Councillor Ken Baker had passed away. It was 
requested that a condolence card be sent to his family. 
 

18. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 27 September 2016 at 7.30pm at the White house.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.30pm. 

 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


