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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL   

ON TUESDAY 2 DECEMBER 2014  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.00PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     P. Bishop 
     A. Pearson 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs A. Turville 
       
  
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mr. Peter Sidgwick (Chair of Cannock Chase Arts Council) 
       Mrs T. Williams (Clerk)  
 
 
 Prior to the start of the agenda items, Peter Sidgwick, Chair of Cannock Chase Arts Council, gave a 
presentation (and answered questions from Members) on plans to stage an open air theatre production of 
‘Four Winters at War’ on Cannock Chase.   
 
The musical play commemorates World War 1 and is a work of fiction written by Peter with music by Jon 
Seymour, drawing on C.J. Whitehouse’s book ‘A Town for Four Winters’ – a short history of the military 
camps on Cannock Chase between 1915 and 1918. The story centres on the lives of three soldiers who 
become romantically involved with nurses serving at the nearby military hospital on Brindley Heath. 
Performances are to be held on 20 and 21 June 2015 at Birches Valley Forest Centre. 
 
At the end of the item the Chairman and Members thanked Mr Sidgwick who then left the meeting.  
 

1. APOLOGIES 
No apologies 
 

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2014 were approved as a true record.  

It was noted that in item 8b, Peter Sidgwick is Chair of Cannock Chase Arts Council not Cannock Chase Arts 
Society. 

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No members of the public were present. 

Jacqui Gray (local resident) forwarded her best wishes to Members. She had been unable to attend the 
meeting.  
  

4. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
None 
 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No report 
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6. POLICE REPORTS 

No Police Officers were in attendance 
 
Cllor Pearson reported that there had been lots of shed burglaries recently and everyone should take care 
to ensure they are secure. 
 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were highlighted:     

 Chase Community Solar – an email message (dated 15 October 2014) from Mike Kinghan MBE, 
Chairman of Chase Community Solar Ltd provides information on a project to install solar PV panels 
on the roofs of Cannock Chase Council bungalows and supply tenants with free electricity.  He 
asked that the launch be publicised. 

 Superfast Staffordshire Newsletter November 2014 – an interactive map is now available to view on 
the Superfast Staffordshire website enabling residents to do a postcode search to find out when 
and where fibre based broadband is likely to become available in their area.    

 SPCA Bulletin item: ‘Delivering Differently in Neighbourhoods’. A new Department for Communities 
and Local Government (DCLG) programme aims to support principal authorities to redesign services 
to be delivered at neighbourhood level with the involvement of parish councils. 

 SPCA Bulletin item: ‘Emerging Potential Areas and Parish Building for Service Delivery’. This DCLG 
programme includes an element specifically targeted at town and parish councils giving selected 
councils the chance to apply for £6000 in grant/direct support. 

 Parish Elections in May 2015 - Information supplied by SPCA on the upcoming parish elections on 7 
May and guidance for prospective candidates from the Electoral Commission. 

 Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust – letter (dated 26 November 2014) about current and future 
management of services at Cannock Chase Hospital. 

Resolved:  All correspondence was noted.   

Cllor Pearson asked the Clerk to seek more information about the DCLG initiatives for him, which might 
provide potential funding opportunities for library service provision. 
 
c) Consultations 
Cannock Chase Local Plan Part 2 - Green Belt Review 
A letter (dated 12 November 2014) from Anthony Lancaster, Planning Policy Manager at Cannock Chase 
Council confirms that the Cannock Chase Local Plan Part 1 was adopted on 11 June 2014 providing a Core 
Strategy for Cannock Chase District and Area Action Plan for helping to facilitate the regeneration of the 
town centre of Rugeley. 
 
He also advises that Part 2 of the Local Plan will do the following: identify site specific allocations and help 
address Birmingham’s housing needs (should this be necessary following further evidence gathering); 
safeguard sites for potential development beyond the plan period (to help meet further District needs); 
and, be informed by a review of the Green Belt in consultation with stakeholders. 
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Documentation is available at: www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/planningpolicy and the parish council is 
invited to make comments on the proposed methodology for assessment, proposed land parcels to be 
assessed, brownfield sites within 1km of the boundary of the District and potential urban extensions by 
neighbouring authorities.  
 
Members discussed the review and viewed the map identifying the land parcels that are to be assessed. 
The consensus was that the Parish Council are opposed to the loss of Green Belt land. Members were 
however asked to consider their individual comments and forward them to the Clerk.   
 
Resolved: That Cllor Adams drafts a response to the consultation, to which individual member comments 
will be added. All comments and observations will be forwarded to the Clerk before the consultation 
closing date of 19 December 2014.     

 
Minerals Local Plan Additional Sites: County Consultation 
The new Minerals Local Plan for Staffordshire will provide policies to be used in deciding planning 
applications for mineral development and will identify suitable land for mineral working. The County 
Council has recently consulted on a draft Minerals Local Plan, and in response has received a number of 
proposals for additional site options. Prior to the preparation of a final version of the Minerals Local Plan, 
comment is being invited on these additional site options. 

Responses should be submitted by Friday 5 December 2014 using the online questionnaire at: 

 https://consultation.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/new-minerals-local-plan-additional-sites-
consultat/consultation/intro/view 
 
Resolved: No collective response determined. Members will forward comments individually of they wish.    
 

8. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

No planning comments made.  
 
b) New Planning Applications Received 

No applications have been received. 
 

c) Planning Decisions Made by the District Council 

No planning decisions received. 
 

9. CANNOCK CHASE - FOREST 
a) There was no update (relating to the setting up of a working group with other parish councils).   

b) Cllor Ballett attended the AONB Visitor Management Strategy Conference on 21 November 2014 and 
advised on the content of the meeting. The general theme seemed to involve exploring ways of 
encouraging greater numbers of visitors to Cannock Chase.   

Members feel that the environment of Cannock Chase is being harmed as a result of overuse and that 
commercialism should not be involved within the remit of the AONB. 

Cllor Adams and Cllor Pearson had not been able to attend the event. 

c) Cllor Adams & Cllor Cotton informed members about the content of a meeting they had attended with 
the Quarry Manager - Gareth Fenna, Deputy Manager - Kevin Mellors and Development Planner - Shaun 
Denny, held at Rugeley Quarry on 25 November 2014. The meeting was productive and a number of issues 
were raised which included the planning application for RSPB to lease land and concerns relating to lorries 
at the quarry entrance and on surrounding roads.   

http://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/planningpolicy
https://consultation.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/new-minerals-local-plan-additional-sites-consultat/consultation/intro/view
https://consultation.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/new-minerals-local-plan-additional-sites-consultat/consultation/intro/view
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The Councillors were advised that the Parish Council’s objections to the planning application CH.00/0577 
(to modify planning obligation in connection with planning permission CH.00.0577 & S.40018 to allow the 
RSPB to lease part of the land subject to the planning permission obligation at Rugeley Quarry) will delay 
the regeneration work of the adjoining land and its takeover by RSPB.  

There was some discussion about whether to wait for confirmation that the points of objection are going to 
be addressed or whether some action should be considered sooner.  

Further meetings will be held with Quarry staff and Shaun Denny will keep members updated.   

d) Rugeley Quarry Liaison Group – no information has been received yet about when the first meeting 
will take place. A great number of stakeholders will potentially be involved in this group. 

 
Resolved: To note the information  

 
10. PARISH WARD ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

No new issues raised 
 
b) Brindley Village 

No issues raised 
 
11. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS  

Community Forum Meetings – Hednesford Community Forum on 2 December 2014 at the Aquarius, 
Hednesford at 7pm.  Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum on 8 December 2014 at Council Chamber, 
Rugeley Town Council at 7pm. 

 
12. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting on 23 October 2014 at Pye Green Community Centre. Cllor Bishop 
attended this meeting. 

 Cannock Chase District Parish Clerks’ Meeting with Chief Executive on 26 November 2014. Trudy 
Williams attended this meeting and gave a brief summary of the items discussed. 

 
13. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

No reports 
 

14. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
Members were advised that the domain name www.brindleyheath-pc.org.uk had been purchased (£19.24 
for three years) and also one year’s subscription with the website design tool at www.squarespace.com (at 
a cost of £107.94).   

 
 Progress has been made with the development of the website in the following areas: 

 Framework for the homepage including weather widget and headline news items 

 Page with Councillor contact details including photographs 

 Agenda page with historic agendas  

 Template for minutes page 

 Privacy page 

 Email form 

 Framework for news items and publishing meeting dates 
 

http://www.brindleyheath-pc.org.uk/
http://www.squarespace.com/
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A lot of work is still left to do but some work can be done after the website has gone live. The copy on the 
home page has to be finalised and a news page created.  
 
Thereafter phase 2 of the website’s development could involve a history page with information about both 
the Parish Council and the Parish, with lots of photographs to add extra interest.   

  
Resolved:  The update was noted and any relevant useful information that could be incorporated into the 
website should be forwarded to the Clerk.  
 

15. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Financial Position of the Council 

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 2 
December 2014).  
  
The HSBC account balance at 2 November 2014 is £5913.55 (all cheques presented). 

 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 

b) To Consider the Following Requests for Charity Donations 

With a Charity Donations budget of £100, consideration was given to making awards (under S.137 of Local 
Government Act 1972) to the following charitable causes: 

 Chetwynd’s Charity 

 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) – Staffordshire Branch 

 Staffordshire South West Citizen’s Advice Bureau (covering Cannock, Rugeley, Stafford and Stone) 

 Cannock Chase Arts Council’s ‘Four Winters at War’ community open air theatre project 

 Cannock Area Cats Protection  

Cllor Adams declared an interest in Chetwynd’s Charity and didn’t take part in the discussion. 
 
Resolved: To award £50 to Chetwynd’s Charity and £50 to Cannock Chase Arts Council for its ‘Four Winters 
at War’ project to commemorate WW1 on Cannock Chase.  

All the organisations listed do highly valued work within their geographical boundaries but these two are 
working very locally within the Parish.   
   

c) Budgetary Considerations and Setting of the Precept for Financial Year 2015 – 16 

Cannock Chase Council has undertaken a calculation of Brindley Heath Parish Council’s Tax Base for 2015-
16 and will be recommending that it is set at 219.81. The District Council will be passing on Council Tax 
Support Grant to its parish councils and in Brindley Heath Parish the element of the precept that will be 
met by Government Grant is £651. 

The Tax Base for the new financial year is slightly higher than the current year, and a precept of £3900 will 
equate to a slightly lower parish tax/householder charge. The charge (for a band D property) has been 
£15.10 during 2014-15 and would be £14.78 for 2015-16 (subject to approval of the figures by Council). This 
would represent a reduction of 2.1%.  

It was noted that a parish precept of £3970.13 would result in a householder charge that stays the same.  

It was also noted that not all billing authorities are forwarding on the portion of Council Tax Support Grant 
that is intended by Government to be passed on to parish and town councils.  
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Resolved:  To set the precept at £3900 for the financial year 2015-16 subject to District Council approval of 
the recommended figures.   
 
The proposed budget figures for the new financial year will be finalised and confirmed at the next meeting.  
 

d) Cheques for Payment 

100060 
 

The White House £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 2 
December 2014 
 

100061 Trudy Williams  
 

£472.74 Salary October & November 
2014 £172.28 x 2, Website 
£19.24 (to Hover) and £107.94 
(to Squarespace), Stationery £1 
 

100062 Chetwynd’s Charity £50 Charitable Donation (S.137 LGA 
1972) 

100063 Cannock Chase Arts Council  £50 Charitable Donation (S.137 LGA 
1972) 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 

 
16. MEETING DATES 

Resolved: To set the following new meeting dates: 3 February and 19 May 2015 (for the Annual Parish and 
Annual Meeting). Another meeting date will be set between these dates at the February meeting.   
 

17. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  
Meeting date & confirmation of budget figures 
 

18. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 3 February 2015 at The White House, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath at 7.30pm.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.30pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


