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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 4 APRIL 2017 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     A. Pearson 
     D. Cotton 
     Ms S. Wilkes 
         

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor Miss Wilkins, Cllor R. Turville and Cllor Mrs Turville  

 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

No police officers were in attendance and no Police Report was available.  
  
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

No members of the public were present.  
 

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
To declare interests for this meeting: 

Member   
Cllor A. Pearson 
 
 

Cllor P. Adams 

Interest 
Member of the Cannock Chase 
Council’s Planning Control Committee 
 

Trustee of Etching Hill Charity 

Type 
Personal  
 
 

Personal 
 

5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the Meeting held on 7 February 2017 were approved as a true record. 
 

6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Stafford Brook Road bridge works – notification has been received from Staffordshire County Highways 
Department that the work was completed on 22 March 2017.  
 
Photographs from Trevor Warton, Secretary to Friends of Cannock Chase – a number of images of historic 
photographs and postcards (mostly around the time of World War 1) have been kindly supplied by Trevor 
Warburton. These have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website and Members are grateful for the 
value and interest they have added.     
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
For information, it was reported that a bike was seen coming out of the Heritage Trail near the Horns Public 
House on Slitting Mill Road. Also, bikes and cars are driving at speed along Penkridge Bank Road, Marquis 
Drive and Brindley Heath Road. 
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The items would be submitted to the Partnerships Manager at Staffordshire Police on Citizen Contact 
Record forms.  

 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
  
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

Community Paths Initiative Bids for 2017-18 – the Rights of Way Officer (Staffordshire County Council) is 

inviting bids for projects to improve the local rights of way network in the parish. The deadline is 1 June and 

could include walks, leaflets, information boards or anything else relating to pathways and grounds 

maintenance.  

Resolved: That Members would consider whether any suitable project ideas could be put forward for a 

funding bid (before 1 June 2017).  

Community Council of Staffordshire – The Community Council has asked the parish council to consider 

becoming a member at a cost of £25 for the year.    

Resolved: That the Parish Council would not take up membership of the Community Council of 

Staffordshire.   

SPCA Bulletins –  
‘Developing a Community Based Response’ – letter from Cllor Ian Parry (Deputy Leader, Staffordshire 
County Council) and Ian Ashbolt (President of Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association) to parish/town 
councils represented at the joint SCC/SPCA workshop held in Stafford on 23 February. 

A summary of points made at the meeting were included in the letter and a summary of actions from the 
event. These included the establishment of a task and finish group to look at what services could be 
delivered by parish councils.  The group will be reconvened and findings of a program of work reported to 
the joint annual liaison meeting of Staffordshire County Council and SPCA in June. 

Brindley Heath Parish Council was not represented at the meeting. 

Resolved: The information was noted.  

•  
c) Consultations 

Police and Crime Commissioner Safer, Fairer, United Communities Strategy 2016-20 

Constituency Boundary Review 
 
These consultations are for information only as they are now closed (after arriving between meetings). The 
details had been forwarded electronically to Members.    
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council note the consultations of the Police and Crime Commissioner and 
Boundary Commission for England.   
 

9. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 
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The launch was successfully held on 14 March 2017 and the Parish Council was very grateful to One 
Another Ministries for inviting attendees for refreshments in the ministry.  Those who attended were: 
County Cllor George Adamson and County Cllor Mrs Christine Mitchell, Robert and Debby Lugar, Jamie 
Richards of AEDdonate and Fay Cotton and James Shuttleworth of Rugeley and District Community First 
Responders. Representatives of Brindley Heath Parish Council included the Chairman, Cllor Paul Adams and 
Cllor Alan Pearson. District Cllor John Kraujalis took photographs and forwarded them to the Express and 
Star. Unfortunately, a feature did not appear in the Cannock Chronicle. An article has however been 
uploaded to the parish council’s website and it was suggested that an article could be put in the local 
publication ‘City Life’. 
 
A summary of the equipment installed and a checklist of responsibilities for regular inspection was listed 
(including the cabinet lock code).  It was noted that confirmation had been received in writing that the 
device is registered with West Midlands Ambulance Service. The only outstanding item is for AEDdonate to 
arrange training/demonstration on how to use the equipment.   

 
Resolved:  

• That staff at the White House be thanked for their kindness in allowing the installation of the 
defibrillator on the White House premises and that Robert and Debby Lugar are thanked for providing 
refreshments at the launch.   

• To ask Rugeley Community First Responders to give a talk about their work and role.       
 
10. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 
CH/17/022 Holme, Kingsley Wood Road – remodelling of existing dwelling and erection of a detached 
triple garage.   
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council on 23 February 2017 confirming that the Parish Council 
has no objections. The following comments were also given:  
 
‘Although the architectural aspects of this application are pleasing, we do have concerns about the massing 
of this development. The steeper roof pitch, with higher ridge and gables that extend above the ridge line, 
will increase the height across a property that has already been extended significantly over the years. As the 
dwelling is sited within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, further development should be determined 
with the greatest of caution’.   

 
CH/16/278 Land at Shooting Butts Road – erection of a block of stables including tack and feed store 
(amended plan) 

 
A letter dated 24 February 2017 was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council raising objections. The grounds 
for objection are that the proposal is inappropriate in the Green Belt, harmful to the Green Belt, and, 
detrimental to the beauty and landscape character of the AONB. The Council support residents of the 
neighbouring homes in Stonehouse Road who have raised their concerns.  

 
CH/17/056 Land north of Penkridge Bank Road and West of Shooting Butts Road – widening of existing 
vehicular access and associated works 
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council on 10 March 2017 objecting to the development 
proposal. The following points were made: the access (although an old existing one) has never been used 



 

Chairman’s Initials …………………………………           13/2017 
 
 

              
 

over a thirty-year period at least and the field has a suitable access point from Shooting Butts Road. Traffic 
movements have increased on Penkridge Bank Road, which carries very fast traffic (60mph limit); the 
ingress and egress of vehicles would create road safety risks; no explanation has been given about the 
future use of the field. Removal of the hedging, installation of a gate and hard ground surface will have an 
adverse impact on the landscape character and scenic beauty of the protected AONB environment. Loss of 
hedging would remove a wildlife habitat. The Conservation Officer should be consulted for advice.   

 
CH/17/047 Land to the rear of 132 Bradbury Lane, Hednesford – residential development: erection of 2 no 
detached bungalows and 2 no. semi-detached houses  
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council on 14 March 2017 confirming that the parish council has 
no objections subject to the access concerns, highlighted by the Staffordshire Highways Department, being 
adequately resolved.  
 
A site visit by Planning Control Committee Members was also requested in order that they can be satisfied 
with the adequacy of vehicular access and parking, waste storage and refuse collection.  However, the case 
officer has confirmed that the application may be decided under delegated powers.  
          
CH/17/051 The Smallholding, Kingsley Wood Road – side extension to existing dwelling to form annexe 
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council on 14 March 2017 confirming that the parish council has 
no objections. It was also stated in the letter that Members of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee 
would be concerned about any further additions to the mass/size of the dwelling in the future. The site is 
within the most sensitive part of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty as the land is also a Special Area 
of Conservation and a Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

 
CH.17/01/709 M Rugeley Quarry, Wolseley Road – application not to comply with (to vary) condition 7 of 
planning permission CH.16/03/709 M regarding vehicle movements associated with the manufacture of 
topsoil at Rugeley Quarry. 
 
A letter dated 21 March 2017 was forwarded to Staffordshire County Council stating objections. The 
request for a variation to condition 7 to increase the maximum loads on any working day from 26 to 70 is 
unacceptable and would not make possible an effective process of monitoring compliance with the annual 
16,250 tonne limit. The cumulative effects of permissions to increase HGV movements at the quarry is 
having a detrimental effect on road safety, residential amenity and the protected environment. 
 
Resolved: To confirm the planning observations forwarded to Cannock Chase Council and Staffordshire 
County Council.  
 
It was reported that lorries come out of Rugeley Quarry entrance without slowing to look and wait for 
oncoming traffic to pass. 

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/17/128 Stafford Brook Stables, Stafford Brook Road –  permanent occupation of existing log cabin 
approved under planning permission CH/14/0116. 
 
Resolved: That comments would be collated by the Chairman of the Planning Committee (in consultation 
with members of the Committee). These would be forwarded to the Clerk before 24 April 2017.  

 
c) Planning Decisions made by Cannock Chase Council and Staffordshire County Council  
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CH/16/144 Tackeroo, Bracken Close (11 x 2 bed apartments) – planning approval awarded on 17 January 
2017. 
 
CH/17/001 Paddock at Westward Ho, Kingsley Wood Road – planning approval awarded on 16 February 
2017 
 
CH/17/017 90 Brindley Heath Road – planning permission refused on 13 March 2017. It was concluded 
that the proposal would create an unbalancing effect on the pair of semi-detached houses to the detriment 
of the character of the pair and wider street scene. 

 
Resolved: To note the planning decisions received from Cannock Chase Council. 
 
d) Planning Consultations 

Cannock Chase Local Plan Part 2 

Resolved: To confirm the comments forwarded to Cannock Chase Council’s Local Plan part 2 Consultation 
in a letter dated 27 March 2017. The Parish Council does not support the development of any of the 
proposed sites which are all within the boundary of the Green Belt and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
 
e) Other Planning Related Matters 

Accumulation of debris at Oak Tree Farm 

An update received from the Planning Regulation Manager (in an email dated 14 March 2017) was given. 
There are no changes at the site in terms of waste (in or out) and the Fire Service is regularly attending to 
undertake fresh capping works (when required) to suppress smoke. The County Council was successful in 
obtaining a final injunction on 27 February from the High Court. The County Council is currently drawing up 
a method statement for the removal of the waste. It is estimated that the fire will burn for some months 
yet (which may extend to 2018). The waste cannot be removed from site until it is safe to do so.  
 
Lawful Development Certificates at Oakenway, Kingsley Wood Road  

Two applications for Lawful Development Certificates are listed on the Planning Register. It was confirmed 
that a number of outbuildings had previously existed at this property. A Lawful Development Certificate 
allows an applicant to obtain a decision about whether an existing use or development, or a proposed use 
or development, is lawful for planning purposes (for example, within the boundaries of permitted 
development rules). They are often not put to consultation because third party views on the planning 
merits are usually considered irrelevant as they are establishing conformity with points of law.  
 
Resolved:  

• To note Staffordshire County Council’s update on Oak Tree Farm  

• To note the Lawful Development applications at Oakenway.   
  

11. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

Staffordshire County Council’s Management Review ‘Shaping the Future of Land on Cannock Chase’ 

An email from the Environmental Advice Manager (dated 14 March 2017) giving an update on the project 
was noted. This included circulating a link to a report from the working group meeting in November 2016 
to let people know what will be happening next.  

IRONMAN Competition – no feedback has been received from Ironman on the content of the road closures 
leaflet for distribution to residents, after the parish council’s suggestions were supplied.  
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The Clerk was asked to write to Cllor Winnington to ask that an alternative venue be considered now that 
the National Trust will not be allowing the use of Shugborough as a venue for the event, from next year.  
 
Resolved: To ask Cllor Winnington whether Staffordshire County Council has plans to consider alternative 
venues for the Ironman Competition.  

 
12. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

HV Cable Maintenance – Western Power are needing to obtain several permissions to undertake cable 
maintenance work (requiring cutting tree branches away from the cables). The Clerk was asked to contact 
the Biodiversity Officer to ask if she could assist in obtaining/chasing up the necessary approvals. Members 
commented that they would have expected power companies to have legal powers to carry out the work.  
 
Cemex are requiring Western Power to: supply a plan of the work, to undertake a risk assessment and to 
get permission for the tree work from the Forestry Commission.  
 
The Biodiversity Officer at Staffordshire County Council requests that Western Power: obtain permission 
from Natural England for work within SSSI land. A Working Method Statement must be supplied to Natural 
England, and the Tree and Landscape Protection Officer (Cannock Chase Council) must be consulted to 
establish whether trees are protected.  
 
Flooding in Marquis Drive – the Community Highway Liaison Officer has advised that she is arranging 
ditching works around the vicinity of the junction (Marquis Drive near to Penkridge Bank Road) together 
with jetting works to see where the drainage systems run. The intention is to extend the existing ditch. The 
Forestry Commission has been consulted.  No date was given for the work. 
 
It was stated that a water leak evident at the corner of Stafford Brook Road and Penkridge Bank Road has 
been repaired.  
 

b) Brindley Village 

Parking in Brindley Crescent – The Partnerships Manager has spoken with the PCSO investigating parking 
difficulties and she has advised that regular checks of the Crescent are taking place. No issues have been 
identified that require support from other agencies.  There are occasional parking issues but the PCSO feels 
these are better solved with some good neighbourliness rather than putting in enforcement requests to 
highways, which will impact all vehicle owners. 
 

13. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 
The following invitations to meetings were noted:  

Launch of the final phase of the Hednesford Mining Memorial on 22 April 2017 at 2pm 
 

 Resolved: To note the date the event is taking place.   
 
14. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Developing a Community Based Approach’ workshop (SPCA and Staffordshire County Council)  

SPCA Local Councillor Training Course on 21 February 2017 
 
There were no reports from members attending these events 
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15. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
No reports 
  

16. LAPEL BADGES 
The contact details for two regalia companies (located in the Jewellery Quarter of Birmingham) which could 
supply high quality lapel badges were given. Both companies will be able to provide a price if they can be 
supplied with an idea of a design.  

Resolved: That the Chairman would pursue the matter.   
 

17. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 4 
April 2017).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the council with reserves of 
£5587.74. (One additional payment to be entered in the cash book and authorised for the 2016-17 financial 
year).  

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 

b) Transparency Fund Application 

The Clerk advised that a Transparency Fund Application had been submitted to Staffordshire Parish 
Councils Association (on 16 March 2017). The fund has been made available by Government following the 
introduction of the Transparency Code. Compliance of the Code is mandatory and small parish councils 
with a turnover of less than £25000 can apply for financial support to develop a website.  The value of the 
application is £2572.30.   
 
Resolved: To note that a Transparency Fund Application had been made to Staffordshire Parish Councils’ 
Association.  
 
c) Internal Audit by a Councillor 

Cllor Ms Wilkes confirmed that she has undertaken a check of the accounting records for the year 2015-16. 
No issues have been raised. 

Resolved: To note that an internal audit had been undertaken by Councillor Ms Wilkes and that receipts 
and payment records were accurate and good administrative order.  
  
d) To approve the updating of the bank signatories list 

Resolved: To defer this item as it was not possible to obtain a complete set of Member’s signatures (three 
members were absent).     

 
e) To authorise cheques for payment 

Year 2016-17    

100111 
 

Trudy Williams 
 

£8.01 Reimbursement for £2.84 
stationery, £5.17 postage 
 

Year 2017-18    

100112 The White House   £25.00 Use of room on 4 April 2017 for 
meeting  
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100113 Staffordshire Parish Councils’ 
Association 

£228.00 Annual Subscription for 2017-18 
 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
  

18. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Update signatories list 

 
19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meetings of the Council will be held on Tuesday 23 May 2017 (Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm and 
Annual Meeting at 7.45pm (if Community First Responders attend)). The venue is the White House.   
 
An ordinary meeting would also be held on 4 July 2017 

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.05pm. 
 
 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
Date…………………………………………………… 


