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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 8 DECEMBER 2015 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     A. Pearson 
     Ms S. Wilkes  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
  
 

 
  

 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor Mrs Turville and Cllor R. Turville.  
 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

No Police Officers were in attendance. 
 
The Clerk has written to the Chief Inspector at Cannock Police Station to advise that the Council is 
disappointed that PC Paul Bradbury has been moved from Rugeley (and surrounding area) to a posting at 
Cannock. Chief Inspector Steve Morrey was also asked to pass on the Council’s best wishes to PC Bradbury.  
 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
No members of the public were in attendance 

 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2015 were approved as a true record. 
 

5. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
None 
 

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No report  

 
7. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
  
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   
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Letter from LB & Co Ltd – A request from this Solicitor for information held on planning application 
CH/15/0164 under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 was noted by members (letter 
dated 26 November 2015).  

All information held by the Parish Council would be collated and copied for sending to the company 
within the 20 working days’ timeframe. A charge of 10 pence per copy would be made in 
accordance with Publication Scheme policy.  

Resolved: That the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman of the Planning Committee, supply all 
environmental information relating to planning application CH/15/0164, and that a charge of 10 
pence per printed copy be made.  

SPCA Weekly Bulletin (forwarded to Members via email) 

Resolved:  The Information in the bulletins is noted (by Members able to receive them 
electronically).  No subject matters were raised for discussion. 

c) Consultations 

The Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2: Publication (consultation is open to view and comment from 
26 November to 25 January 2016)  

 
Resolved: To note the consultation and respond to it on an individual basis where desired. 

 
8. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 

The information provided by Paul Dadge (Chair to Burntwood and District Community First Responders and 
Public Governor to West Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust) had been noted at a previous 
meeting. The Government has released £1 million in funding to the British Heart Foundation (BHF) to 
enable an enhanced grant scheme which would fully fund both defibrillators and cabinets in up to five 
publicly accessible locations (excluding electrical installation). Funding is only available until March 2016 
and is allocated on a first come first served basis. 
 
Sean Cooper, Group Co-ordinator to Rugeley & District Community First Responders has advised that West 
Midlands Ambulance Service has a Community Defibrillator Facilitator for the area who will give advice on 
the purchase of equipment.  
 
Keith Dawson, Community Defibrillator Facilitator has been in touch with the Parish Council (following 
Sean’s contact with him) and offered his advice and support with both making of an application for a grant 
and the purchase of equipment. He has advised on the defibrillator brand which has superior batteries; and 
the coded lockable cabinets that Community First Responders are familiar with (which are preferable to 
unlockable ones). As BHF offer only unlockable cabinets under its grant scheme as standard, funding from 
other sources might be explored for the cabinet.  
 
It has been confirmed that the owners of the White House and One Another Ministries are willing to have a 
public access defibrillator installed externally on the premises, subject to it being located in a suitable 
position.    
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council apply for funding through British Heart Foundation; opting for the 
package that includes the iPAD defibrillator and Rescue training kit.  
 
Keith Dawson would be invited to the next meeting of the Council to make a presentation on the use and 
benefits of public access defibrillators, and give advice about making a purchase/applying for a grant. It was 
also agreed that the Clerk contact the County Councillor, Cllor Geoff Martin to find out whether there 
might be an opportunity to apply for funding from the Community Fund held by him for the purchase of the 
cabinet.  
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9. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

a) Staffordshire County Council’s Countryside Estates Review – Public Consultation is open until 24 
January 2016 

A letter (dated 2 November 2015) from Cllor Mark Winnington, Cabinet Member for Economy, 
Environment and Transport has advised that a twelve-week public consultation has opened for feedback on 
the following four proposed options:  
 

 Maintain Council ownership and seek opportunities to increase income from existing sites by 
working with volunteers, community, third sector and private parties; 

 Transfer management on a site by site basis to local community or voluntary sector groups, such as 
parish councils 

 Establish a partnership of landowners to manage all green spaces in a particular area; 

 Establish a not for profit trading company to run and develop parts of the estate. 
 
The final date for comment is 24 January 2016 and results will be considered by Cabinet in spring 2016. 
 
Members expressed concern about loss of management control of the Estate if it leaves the County 
Council; for example, if it is taken on by Amey.  

 
Cannock Chase AONB response to the Review 

Anne Walker, AONB Office Manager has forwarded a first draft response to the Countryside Estates Review 
(in an email dated 1 December 2015). This is the paper that will be discussed at an extra Advisory 
Partnership meeting on Monday 11th January 2016 (10:00am at the Museum of Cannock Chase). She is 
asking that any comments on this draft be submitted to her by Friday 18th December. 
 
Anyone unable to attend the meeting (on 11 January 2016) or wanting to put in early comments on the 
draft can do so as these will be reflected in a second draft of the response.  
 
Resolved: To note the Countryside Estates consultation, the closing date and draft response by Cannock 
Chase AONB (Members who received it electronically). The AONB meeting scheduled to take place on 11 
January 2016 was also noted. No decision was taken by the Parish Council to respond to the consultation 
collectively. 
 
b) Any other forest related issues 

Members discussed their concerns surrounding the use of the Chase which include: dog fouling, overuse by 
bikers, the blinding and dazzling caused by lights on bikers’ helmets, HGV vehicles, pop concerts and other 
events including the new Ironman Competition.  
 
The Chairman said that he would be forwarding comments in a letter to the Clerk along with an enquiry 
about the arrangements that will be made for allowing residents and visitors access in and out of their 
homes on the day of the Ironman event in 2016. This was a problem during the 2015 event. People had 
expressed their concerns that the consultation/communication process had been inadequate and no 
provision had been made to allow access for necessary/important journeys during the waiting time before 
the race came through.   
 
Members concluded that arrangements for access ought to be easily co-ordinated/managed by stewards 
communicating with walkie talkies. 
 
Resolved: It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Cllor Winnington to ask about the arrangements for 
the Ironman event in 2016.   
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10. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 
No comments or observations have been submitted since the last parish meeting.   

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/15/0458 Cannock Chase Enterprise Centre – alterations to existing monopole comprising the 
replacement of 3 no. existing antennas for 3 no. new antennas; installation 1 no. 300mm dish and 
associated ancillary works 
 
Resolved: To make no objections to this planning application.  
   
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH.15/10/779 W Pumping Station, Rugeley Road  
Application approved on 20 November 2015. 
 
CH/15/0147 Brackendale, Penkridge Bank Road  
Application refused on 11 November 2015. 
 
CH/15/0386 Crossing Cottage, Moors Gorse 
Application approved on 2 December 2015. 
 
Resolved: All planning decisions were noted.  
 
d) Update on Anaerobic Digestion Facility in Stafford Borough 

Cllor Cotton had reported at the previous meeting that he had been contacted by local residents about 
planning application 15/21940/FUL. The application site is just outside the district boundary (on the 
Lichfield Road, Wolseley Bridge) and local residents were concerned about the implications for greater 
traffic movements along Bower Lane and Stafford Brook Road.  

 
It was confirmed that an email message had been forwarded to both Cannock Chase Council and Stafford 
Borough Council to ask that officers include all local parish councils in the consultation process where their 
parishes have the potential to be affected by planning applications; regardless of whether they are located 
in adjoining districts.  
 
Stafford Borough Council had not advised Brindley Heath Parish Council about the application and it has 
now been approved. The decision notice was issued on 25 November 2015 after the Secretary of State 
decided not to call in the application for a Public Enquiry. 
 
Resolved: The information was noted. 

 
11. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Rugeley Quarry 
Shaun Denny, Development Planner, Cemex, has confirmed (in an email dated 16 November 2016) that 
signs have been erected at the entrance to the quarry advising lorry drivers to be considerate and not to 
exceed 30 mph along local roads. Photographs of the signs have been forwarded to the Parish Council. 
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He also confirmed that sales had been buoyant, but not out of the ordinary and he is not aware of vehicles 
arriving at the quarry in convoy. He pointed out that not all HGV vehicles travelling on local road are 
heading for the quarry. 
 
Negotiations are taking place with Staffordshire County Council on the structure for a revised Liaison 
Group, which will include resident representatives. 
 
Parking on Verges in Kingsley Wood Road 
The Parish Council has made an enquiry with the Highways Department about the parking of vehicles on 
the verge opposite the semi-detached houses in Kingsley Wood Road. Vehicular parking causes a number of 
problems which include damage to the verge and prevention of grounds maintenance in spring and 
summer. Vehicles can also cause manoeuvring difficulty when residents are reversing out of driveways and 
they obstruct views.  
 
The Community Highway Liaison Officer has offered to write to all residents whose homes are opposite the 
verge to ask that people refrain from parking on them.   
 
Penkridge Bank Cottage 
A question was raised about the forthcoming demolition of the original cottage. It is understood that the 
new property was still under construction internally. 
 
Woodland Wedding Events  
A query was made about managing the noise levels of the PA system. It was suggested that the District 
Council be asked about this point.  

 
b) Brindley Village 

No items discussed.  
 
12. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

The following invitation was noted:  

Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association AGM on Monday 7 December 2015 
 
Cannock Chase AONB Extra Advisory Partnership Meeting on Monday 11 January 2016 at 10am at Museum 
of Cannock Chase  
 
Resolved: All forthcoming events were noted. 

 
13. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllor Adams reported on the Longdon Cotton Alms-houses meeting he had attended. 

The Clerk gave a brief report on the content of the Parish Clerks’ Meeting with the Managing Director of 
Cannock Chase Council (held on 25 November 2015). The items discussed included: Parish elections update 
(from May-time), finance update, council Tax Bases and Local Council Tax Support Grant for 2016-17, waste 
collection changes and Mill Green Shopping Development update. 
 

14. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Cllor Cotton reported on proposals for the restructuring of the staff pay system at Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service.  
 

15. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Financial Position of the Council  
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A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 8 
December 2015).  The funds available are £5976.46. 

The HSBC account balance at 2 December 2015 (latest bank statement) is £6001.46 (a £25 cheque is still to 
be presented). 

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) Request for a Charity Donation 

Cllor Adams declared a personal interest in this item as he is a Trustee of Chetwynd’s Charity. 
 
A letter (dated 1 November 2015) from Carl Bennett, Clerk to the Trustees has asked for a donation 
towards the work of Chetwynd’s Charity, which operates locally in the Rugeley area and offers financial 
assistance to young people who are in further education.  

  

 Resolved: To award £50 to the work of Chetwynd’s Charity. 
 

c) Budgetary Requirements for Financial year 2016-17 and to Set the Precept 

Budget: A draft budget, which is very similar in values to previous years, was considered by Members. They 
were satisfied with the figures but suggested that additional funds might be required to contribute towards 
the defibrillator project if alternative funding were not available.  

Also, the Parish notice board in Bracken Close may need to be relocated from the Tackeroo Club wall soon. 
The notice board isn’t in perfect condition and an alternative location for a wall mounted board might be 
difficult to find.       

Precept: Cannock Chase Council has undertaken an initial calculation of Brindley Heath Parish Council’s Tax 
Base for 2016-17 and will be recommending that it is set at 221.01. The District Council will be passing on 
Council Tax Support Grant to town and parish councils in its district and the element of the precept that will 
be met by Government Grant in Brindley Heath is £651. It was noted again that not all billing authorities are 
forwarding on the portion of Council Tax Support Grant that is intended by Government to be passed on to 
parish councils. Members are appreciative that Cannock Chase Council is doing this. 

With a Tax Base of 221.01, If the Parish sets the same precept (£3900) again for the new financial year, a 
0.5% reduction in Band D will occur.  

It was agreed that an additional £500 should be requested for the new financial year to generate additional 
funds to enable a contribution to be made towards a public access defibrillator. The precept would 
therefore be set at £4400. This would represent a householder charge of £16.96 for a Band D property 
(which is a 14.8% increase over last year: the first increase since April 2011). 

Resolved:   

 To set the precept at £4400 for the financial year 2016-17 (subject to District Council approval of 
the recommended figures).   

 To approve the draft budgetary figures with an additional £500 being added to a Public Access 
Defibrillator budget (with any surpluses going towards other community based purchases such as 
updating the noticeboard).  

 

d) Cheques for Payment 

100081 
 

The White House 
 

£25.00 Use of room for meeting on 8 
December 2015 
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100082 Chetwynd’s Charity £50.00 Charity Donation (S.137 Local 
Government Act 1972) 
 

    

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 

 
16. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

Information: The Community Highways Liaison Officer has confirmed that the lines will be repainted at 
Fosters Bend by Stafford Brook Farm, Stafford Brook Road. Also the word ‘slow’ will be painted on the road 
at the approach to the bend, in both directions. A timeframe for doing this work has not been specified.  
 
Next agenda: schedule of future meeting dates 
 

17. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 9 February 2016 at the White House. The start 
time will be 7.00pm (if Keith Dawson, Community Defibrillator Facilitator, is able to attend the meeting).  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance. He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 
declared the meeting closed at 9.50pm. 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


