
 

Chairman’s Initials …………………………………          43/2017-18 
 
 

              
 

BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 16 JANUARY 2018 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
       A. Pearson 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs M. A. Turville 
           

 
IN ATTENDANCE: County Councillor Mike Sutherland 
 County Councillor Phil Hewitt 
 County Councillor Bryan Jones  
 Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
 
  
 

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor Ms S. Wilkes, Cllor Miss J. Wilkins and Cllor D. Cotton.  

 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

No Police Officers were in attendance.    
   
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

No members of the public were present.  
 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

To declare interests for this meeting: 

Member   

Cllor A. Pearson 

Cllor P. Adams 

Interest 

Member of District Planning Committee 

Trustee of Etching Hill Charity & 
Chetwynd’s Charity 

Type 

Personal 

Personal 

5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the Meeting held on 14 November 2017 were approved as a true record. 
 

6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Licensing Unit enquiry – it was confirmed that a request had been made to Cannock Chase Council, sent on 
behalf of the Chairman, asking that consideration be given to limiting the finish times of the Woodland 
Weddings at the Tackeroo Campsite, to midnight, and restricting the numbers of events to a maximum of 
four each year. 
 
It was suggested that consideration be given to arranging a meeting with the organiser to explore how 
woodland weddings can be enjoyed, without disturbing nearby residents.  
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7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 
 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

SPCA Bulletins: no specific items to note. 
 
AED Donate: The battery pack to the defibrillator (White House) has been replaced and the expiry date is 
now 29 August 2020. 

Resolved: To note that the battery pack has been replaced by AEDdonate.  
 
Michelle Cliff, Locality Officer – Cannock Chase Support Staffordshire:  wishes to meet with Members of 
the Council to talk about her work with voluntary sector organisations. 

Resolved: To invite Michelle Cliff to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC): an email (dated 15 November 2017) from Matthew Ellis suggests 
that, if parish councils are considering the purchase of interactive speed signs to reduce the speed of traffic 
in their areas, they should register their interest with his office as economies of scale from bulk purchasing 
might be possible.   

Resolved: To note the information. 
 
People living in tents on the Rugeley Road – An email (dated 13 January 2018) received from a member of 
the public expresses concern about people (thought to originate from eastern Europe) living in tents on 
land off the Rugeley Road, Hednesford.  

This item was forwarded to the Vulnerability Hub and Partnership Manager at Staffordshire Police (on 15 
January 2018) for further investigation.  

The County Councillors present at the meeting offered to make enquiries.  

Resolved: To note the situation and to monitor developments.  
 
Community Council of Staffordshire – A letter has been received inviting parish councils to take part in the 
Best Kept Village Competition 2018. 

Resolved: To note the invitation. 
 
Proposed 40MPH Speed limit – Camp Road/Broadhurst Green Junction improvements: A letter (dated 15 
January 2018) from Staffordshire County Council is seeking support to progress a scheme of safety 
improvements at the junction. These involve alterations to the existing speed limit on approaching roads 
and installation of two splitter islands to highlight the junction and provide deflection to slow vehicles 
down.  

Councillor Hewitt advised that he would be meeting with County highways officers on Friday. 
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Resolved: To support the proposed measures to slow traffic at the Camp Road/Broadhurst Green junction 
and to ask Staffordshire County Council to consider:  

(1) improving the sight lines (to the right) when exiting Camp road, and  
(2) installing stop signs at the junction.  

 
c) Consultations 

Staffordshire County Council Managed and Delivered Libraries and the Mobile and Travelling Library 
Service: A letter (dated 8 January 2018) from Gill Heath, County Councillor for Staffordshire Moorlands – 
Leek Rural Cabinet Member for Communities, gives notice of a 12-week public consultation starting from 
Monday 8 January 2018.  
 
The County are proposing to: introduce self-service technology at County Council managed and delivered 
libraries; to encourage more volunteers to work along paid staff; and, to withdraw the larger Travelling 
Library vehicle in favour of two smaller Mobile Libraries. Other Ideas and suggestions for meeting need and 
enabling library services to continue (within the budget available) are invited. 
 
Resolved: To note the Libraries consultation with Members making their comments on the service 
individually. 
 
Consultation Update: Changes to Subsidised Bus Journeys in Staffordshire Approved:  
An email (dated 15 November 2017) from Councillor Mark Deaville, Cabinet Member for Commercial, gives 
an update on the outcome of the consultation seeking views on how best to spend the £1.3m annual bus 
subsidy. The County has concluded to go with the option that safeguards most journeys, which means that 
more than 96% of all bus journeys currently made in Staffordshire, will continue.  
 
In a small number of cases where journeys will no longer be subsidised, such as Dial-A-Ride, the County 
Council wishes to work with local bus operators, district and parish councils and communities to see which 
are the most important to them and look at helping them explore other options for funding. 
 
Any changes to bus timetables will be finalised and published by bus operators once known. 

 
Resolved: To note the outcome of the Bus Journeys consultation and to encourage local people to use their 
bus services.   

 
9. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 

CH/17/418 13 Kingsley Wood Road – single storey extension to rear 

Letter to Cannock Chase Council on 3 December 2017 stating no objections. 

CH.16/05/709 M Rugeley Quarry – Application not to comply with (to vary) conditions 2 and 8 of 

Planning Permission CH.00/0577 & S.40018 to revise the phasing of the working and restoration of 

Rugeley Quarry, Wolseley Road, off Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley 

Letter to Staffordshire County Council on 6 December 2017 with no objections. 

CH/17/419 Oakenway, Kingsley Wood Road -  demolition of existing bungalow, garage and 

outbuilding and erection of 1 no. house (resubmission of approved application CH/16/275) 
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Letter sent to Cannock Chase Council on 8 December 2017 with the following comments: 

The Planning Committee has no objections to the proposal but has asked that the following 

observations are taken into account:  

The existing property has been extensively extended in recent years (by approximately 50%) and whilst 

this new development may comply with the existing footprint of the house, garage, and outbuilding, it 

now exceeds approved volumes. 

We can also see the merits of a single building. However, the Design & Access Statement refers to the 

development:  

“reducing urban sprawl, in the interest of the openness of the Green Belt” and  

“encroachment into the Green Belt would be significantly reduced, which can be clearly seen within the 

application documentation”.  

Brindley Heath Parish Council is not totally convinced that this is the case and therefore, would suggest 

a site visit by the planning committee.   

CH/17/426 Fallow Lodge, Kingsley Wood Road – retrospective application: Retention of outbuilding 

Letter sent to Cannock Chase Council on 8 December 2017 with the following comments: 

Members of the Planning Committee have confirmed that they have no objections subject to it being 

established that the outbuilding is sited within the boundary of the domestic curtilage and not on land 

beyond it.  

CH/17/456 1 Twin Cottage, Kingsley Wood Road – application to remove condition 6 and to vary 

condition 7 to substitute approved drawings to planning permission CH/15/0164 

Letter sent to Cannock Chase Council on 3 January 2018 with the following comments: 

The Planning Committee objects to the development proposal and Members suggest the application is 

called in for the reasons given below: 

Condition 6 is a very important part of this application and we are of the opinion that this area of land 

does not, and should not, form part of the domestic curtilage of the cottage.  The land does not form 

part of the original planning unit and its use has not changed to domestic over the years.  

Great weight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in Areas of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty and Green Belt and we feel this application has no merit to justify support.    

Observations: 

The two bungalows were originally extended to the rear to both fit within their curtilage and preserve the 
character of the buildings which are part of the history of the area.  
 

b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/17/456 1 Twin Cottage, Kingsley Wood Road 
 
New information received from Case Officer on 9 January 2018.  
 
The applicants are seeking to remove Condition 6 as they do not wish to construct a wildlife pond. This part 
of the wider site is not classed as part of the residential curtilage and is identified as being separate on the 
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submitted plans.  It does not benefit from any permitted development, and any development on the land in 
the future would require planning permission.  
  
The purpose of the current application is to: (1) alter window details, (2) relocate the front door, (3) revise 
materials, (4) omit the gable roof previously approved on the northern elevation, (5) replace the previous 
flue with a chimney, and (6) omit the proposed pond. 
  
The variation of condition 7 will deal with points 1 – 5 (above) and the removal of condition 6 would deal 
with point 6.  
 
Resolved: That the parish council’s objections in its letter dated 3 January 2018 were the result of 
insufficient information being provided in the application. The Parish Council has no objections to the 
proposal as outlined and would now withdraw its request for the application to be decided by Planning 
Control Committee.  

 
c) Planning Decisions made by Cannock Chase Council and Staffordshire County Council  

CH/17/128 Stafford Brook Stables - Permanent occupation of existing log cabin approved under planning 

permissions CH/11/0101 & CH/14/0116.  

Planning permission awarded on 9 November 2017. 

CH/16/212  414 Rugeley Road – Proposed front extension with internal alterations (resubmission of 

CH/15/0273). 

Planning permission refused on 6 December 2017. 

CH/17/349  Holme, Kingsley Wood Road - residential development:- Demolition of existing dwellinghouse 

down to dpc level and erection of new dwellinghouse on same footprint but with raised eaves level and re-

modelling of roofscape. 

Planning permission awarded on 6 December 2017. 

CH/17/418  13 Kingsley Wood Road - proposed single storey extension to rear of dwelling. 

Planning permission awarded on 14 December 2017.  

CH/17/426  Fallow Lodge, Kingsley Wood Road - retrospective application:- Retention of outbuilding 

Planning permission refused on 29 December 2017. 

Resolved: To note the planning decisions of Cannock Chase Council.  
 
d) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) information from Cannock Chase Council  

A letter (dated 7 December 2017) from the Planning Policy Manager at Cannock Chase Council advises that, 
from 1 June 2015 (when CIL charging was introduced) to 31 March 2017 no CIL payments have been 
received from development occurring within Brindley Heath Parish. The District Council will continue to 
monitor receipts from CIL and give another update in 2018. 

Resolved: To note the information. 
 
e) Update on planning enquiry made to Cannock Chase Council   

Resolved: To note the information provided by the Enforcement Officer at Cannock Chase Council in 
response to enquiries raised about local development activity and the need for planning permission.  
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10. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

IRONMAN Competition – confirmation of cycle route – IRONMAN 70.3 will stay in the county for a further 
three years and be back on 10 June 2018.  The Sportshire Coordinator has provided a map of the route 
through the parish which confirms that (apart from some small variations from last year), will include 
Stafford Brook Road and Penkridge Bank. 

Members expressed their disappointment that the route would again run through Brindley Heath parish, 
causing inconvenience to residents who would not be able to travel freely to and from their homes on the 
day. It was agreed that the advertising of the event had previously been poor. 

Resolved: That the parish council is disappointed that the cycle route will again run through Brindley Heath 
resulting in inconvenience to residents of the parish.   

Winter Work on Penkridge Bank Road – Staffordshire County Council has confirmed (in an email from the 
Biodiversity Officer dated 20 December 2017) that some tree and scrub management work is planned for 
January and February 2018 at Penkridge Bank (the area owned by Staffordshire County Council).  The work 
forms part of the existing Environmental Stewardship scheme and will help conserve rare habitats and 
protect important heritage features (Great War remains). 

Resolved: To note the work to be undertaken.  

Track Section of Kingsley Wood Road – installation of gates – The Chairman advised that he had asked 
Staffordshire County Council to consider arranging for the track leading off Penkridge Bank Road (adjacent 
to High Oak Cottage) to be made up with stone to fill in large holes in the surface. It is used in the winter 
(during spells of icy weather) for access by residents of Kingsley Wood Road.  

The Countryside Manager has confirmed that the holes will be filled soon but the track is only intended for 
use by horses’ riders, cyclists and pedestrians.  Maintaining the public right of way for vehicular use is 
prohibitive due to the cost.   

The Chairman has also made an enquiry about the gates at the track end of Kingsley Wood Road and at 
Rifle Range Corner which have been installed without public consultation. This section of Road has full 
highway status (U5007) as well as carrying Public Bridleway No. 17, Brocton.  

An enquiry has been made to the Highways Department (on 8 January 2018) to establish whether there 
should have been a consultation with the parish/residents before the gates were installed. The Highways 
Department has also been asked about maintaining the surfaced section of Kingsley Wood Road.  

Resolved: To await a response from the Highways Department.  
 

11. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Road Safety issues from lorries attending Rugeley Quarry – The Quarry Manager at Cemex has confirmed 
that additional signage at the entrance to the quarry including white lines at the junction, have been 
installed to improve road safety.  

 
Gunshot fire heard locally – The Vulnerability Hub & Partnership Manager has advised (on 22 December 
2017) that there is no evidence that the gun shots heard in the vicinity of Kingsley Wood Road were linked 
to poaching. No evidence has been found by Rangers and PCSO’s during their patrols. Anyone hearing 
gunshots should contact the Police at the time of hearing them. 
 
Severn Trent Sewage Works in Stafford Brook Road – tyres have been dumped within the curtilage of the 
site.  This will be reported to the Severn Trent Water Authority. 
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Street lamp out in Stafford Brook Road – opposite Kingsley Wood Road. This will be reported to 
Staffordshire County Council. 
 
Potholes in Kingsley Wood Road – full length of surfaced section. The poor condition of the road surface 
will be reported to Staffordshire County Council. 
 
b) Brindley Village 

No items 
 

12. BATTLES OVER WW1 CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS ON 11 NOVEMBER 2017 
On 11 November 2018, the United Kingdom and its friends overseas will mark the day 100 years ago when 
the guns fell silent at the end of the First World War. Town and Parish Councils can play their part in 
remembering the sacrifice of millions of men and women by joining in ‘Battles Over’ which is a unique 
series of events in the morning and evening, involving organisations and communities across the nation 
and abroad. The program involves: 
 
Battle’s Over – Sleep in peace, now the battle’s over – 6.00am 
Battle’s Over – The Last Post – 6.55pm 
Battle’s Over – WW1 Beacons of Light – 7.00pm 
Battle’s Over – Ringing out for Peace – 7.05pm  
 
An email received from the Cannock World War 1 Working Group invites representatives of parish and 
town councils (from within the district) to be part of the St Luke’s Church ceremony. Each parish and town 
will be gifted a smaller version of the bespoke beacon as a keepsake to mark their support for this occasion.  
 
Resolved: That Brindley Heath Parish Council registers its interest in being a part of the St Luke’s Church 
ceremony. Two representatives will attend. 

 
13. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

There were no meeting invitations to report. 
 
It was noted that no AONB parish meetings have taken place. 
 

14. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 
Councillor Pearson reported on the Slitting Mill Village Hall Committee. 
 
Councillor Adams reported on meetings held by Friends of Etching Hill, the Allotments Committee, Longdon 
Cotton Alms-houses and Chetwynd’s Charity.    
 

15. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
The County Councillors’ said they would like to continue attending future meetings of the parish council 
where possible and would like to assist with local issues in any way that they can.  
  

16. LAPEL BADGES 
This item is ongoing. 

Resolved: To note that the item is ongoing. 
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17. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
16 January 2018).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the council which has 
reserves of £10,119.28.   
 
Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 

 
b) To authorise cheques for payment 

100126 
 

The White House 
 

£35.00 Use of room on 16 January 2018 
and electricity supply to 
defibrillator from January 2018 
to January 2019 
 

100127 Staffordshire County Council  £125.00 Renewal of AONB Group 
membership  
 

100128 Chetwynd’s Charity £50.00 Charity donation 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
 
c) To Consider requests for Charity Donations to: 

Chetwynd’s Charity 

Cllor Adams had declared an interest in Chetwynd’s Charity and didn’t take part in the discussion. 

A letter (dated 1 December 2017) from the Clerk to the Trustees, has asked for a donation towards the 
work of Chetwynd’s Charity, which operates locally in the Rugeley area and offers financial assistance to 
young people who are in further education.  

Resolved: To award £50 to the work of Chetwynd’s Charity.  
 
Burntwood Community First Responders 

An email (dated 19 December 2017) from Burntwood Community First Responders make an enquiry about 
grant aid as the Responders are raising funds for a replacement response vehicle. 

Resolved:  To decline an award as Rugeley & District Community First Responders provide the most local 
service to Cannock Chase and the parish of Brindley Heath.  
 
d) General Data Protection Regulation: Requirement to Appoint a Data Protection Officer 

A summary paper with the main provisions of the General Data Protection Regulation were issued to 
members with the agenda. 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) has confirmed that parish councils under the General 
Data Protection Regulation and new UK legislation, are expected to appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO) 
by 25 May 2018. The DPO’s responsibilities are defined in the legal briefing L10-17. It is NALC’s view that 
most Clerks and Responsible Finance Officers cannot be designated as a Council’s DPO because they will 
most likely not be able to satisfy the requirement of the job due to a conflict of interests in the role and an 
absence of independence, expert knowledge of data protection law and practices and related professional 
ethics. They are like to have insufficient time (as most clerks work part time) to perform the DPO role.  
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It was noted that Staffordshire County Council may be offering a GDPR service to Staffordshire Parish 
Councils’ Association member councils.  

Resolved: To await details of the DPO service that may soon be available to parish councils from 
Staffordshire County Council.    
 
e) New Audit Process from 2018-19 

Information on the new audit regime had been issued to members with the agenda for the meeting.  

Councils with an annual turnover of less than £25,000 and subject to the Transparency Code, will use Part 
Two of the Annual Return which includes a Certificate of Exemption (which must be returned to the 
external auditor) so that the council is not subject to external review.  

It should be noted that smaller authorities may decide to request a limited assurance review. In this 
instance it would not certify itself as exempt but would complete Part Three of the Annual Return and 
return it to the external auditor for review. The cost of this will be £200 + Vat. 

The external auditor for parish councils in Staffordshire is Mazars LLP. 

Resolved: To note the changes to the audit regime and requirement to complete a certificate of exemption 
in lieu of completing Part Three of the Annual Return, which is required for external review.  
 
f) Budget and Precept Setting for the year 2018-19 

 A proposed budget for the financial year 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019 was distributed to Members. 
Consideration was given to how much the parish council wished to spend and how it intended to fund the 
spending (whether from precept, reserves or other sources of income such as grant aid). 
 
Cannock Chase Council has undertaken a calculation of Brindley Heath Parish Council’s Tax Base for 2018-
19 and will be recommending that it is set at 237.74.  
 
It was noted that with a Tax Base of 237.74, the same precept value as last year (£4400) would result in a 
householder charge of £18.51 for a Band D property. This represents a 4.5% reduction.   
 
The District Council will not be passing on the parish element of Council Tax Support Grant received from 
Government (which is awarded with the intention of it being passed on to town and parish councils).     

Resolved:   

• To approve the draft budgetary figures for the year 2018-19 

• To set the precept at £4400 for the financial year 2018-19 (subject to District Council approval of 
the recommended figures) 
 

18. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
None 

 
19. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 20 March 2018* at 7.00pm at the White 
House, Marquis Drive, Brindley Heath (subject to Michelle Cliff attending). 

 
The Chairman closed the meeting and thanked all present for their attendance. 
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* The meeting date has now been changed to 27 March 2018 at 7.00pm (venue unchanged). Michelle Cliff 
will be in attendance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


