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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY 17 JANUARY 2012 

AT CANNOCK CHASE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, HEDNESFORD 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     A. Pearson      

       R. Turville 
       D. Cotton 
       J. Wilkes 
       Mrs. A. Turville 
 

IN ATTENDANCE:    County and District Councillor J. Bernard 
       Mrs. T. Williams 
        

 
1. APOLOGIES:      

Apologies were received and accepted from K. Baker. 
 
The Clerk was asked to write to Cllor Baker to enquire whether a surplus balance from the Chairman’s 
Allowance was available for re-allocation. 

   
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 6 December 2011 were approved as a true record. 
 

3. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES 
a) Visit to Silver Trees Holiday Park 
It was stated that Cllor Adams and Cllor Wilkes would arrange a visit within the next couple of weeks. The 
Park is closed for six weeks and no residents occupy the site during the closed season.   
 
b) Response from Cemex on issues raised by the Chairman 
No written update has been received from the Manager at Cemex on various enquiries made some time 
ago (remodelling scheme and Bird Club etc). The Clerk agreed to follow the matter up but would benefit 
from a contact name.    
 
c) Christmas Gift for Mrs Higgs and Councillor Mrs Grice 
A Christmas card and box of chocolates were delivered to both former parish councillors by Cllor Turville 
and Cllor Mrs. A. Turville. Both ladies were very pleased with their gifts and thanked the Council.   
 
d) Chase Arts in Public Spaces 
Cllor Sheila Harding has been given notice that Brindley Heath Parish Council has agreed to sponsor a 
paving slab. It is not known yet whether £50 will cover the costs of both of the pits nominated for 
recognition within the mining memorial (Fair Oak Colliery and West Cannock No. 5), and Cllor Harding will 
get back in touch when she has the final tally on sponsors and costs. 
 
e) Other Matters 
It was reported that noise pollution has been a problem again at Hednesford Raceway (Sundays and bank 
holidays), particularly on occasions when the wind is blowing from the South. It was agreed that the matter 
be reported to the Environmental Health Department and enquiries made about noise monitoring 
arrangements and authorised hours of operation (as per licence agreement).  



Chairman’s Initials ………………………………………..        2 
 
 

              
 

 
It was also reported that an area of Hednesford Hills (one third in total) is going to be turned into lowland 
heath for the purpose of grazing cattle. The work will involve repositioning/installing fencing.   

 
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No report 
 

5. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence  

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 
b) Items of Particular Interest/Items Requiring a Response 

The following items of post were drawn to the attention of members: 

 Letter from Cllor Michael Chater, Chairman of NALC (dated 16 December 2012) – The 
Queens Diamond Jubilee preparations are progressing and Cllor Chater is appealing for 
local councils to take part in the celebrations by lighting a beacon on Monday 4 June 2012. 

 Letter from Community Council of Staffordshire (dated January 2012) – Notice of Best Kept 
Village Competition 2012. The closing date is 30 March 2012.  

 Letter from Community Council of Staffordshire (dated January 2012) – The Community 
Council is compiling a diary of village festivals and events to be held in Staffordshire in 
2012. These will be included in a leaflet and on the website. Submissions need to be made 
by 15 March 2012. 

 Chase Citizens Advice Bureau – A letter has been received asking for grant aid. A lengthy 
Annual Report (2010/2011) was enclosed. Cllor Turville was nominated to study the report 
with a view to identifying relevant information which would aid a decision on whether to 
support the charity. The item will be put on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting. 

 Staffordshire County Council – Notice of seminar on the subject of ‘Keeping Farm Animals in 
your Back Garden’ on 1 March 2012 at the Royal British Legion, Stafford. 

 Karen Sulway, Environmental Protection Manager, Cannock Chase Council – Letter dated 13 
January 2012 providing notice that Cannock Chase Council has agreed to consent all streets 
for street trading; and is now following through the statutory advertising process. Residents 
can make representations on the resolution (to Cannock Chase Council by 17 February 
2012).   

c) Notice of Consultations 

 Staffordshire County Council’s proposed changes to its ‘Post 16 Home to School and College 
Transport Policy’.  

The details of the scheme were noted from the Clerks Report and information provided by 
Cllor Bernard.  

It is proposed that Staffordshire County Council subsidise future travel from home to 
school/college through the ‘Your Staffordshire Card’ scheme introduced in April 2011. 
Eligible eleven to nineteen year olds are able to travel 24/7 on any bus for £1 per journey 
(as long as it starts or ends within the Council’s boundaries). Additional special 
concessions/support may be available to specific groups of disadvantaged students. The 
consultation runs until 1 February 2012. 

No decision was taken by the Parish Council to make a collective/corporate response.   
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Resolved:  

 To note all incoming and outgoing post (contained in Clerks Report)  

 To nominate Cllor Turville to study the CAB Annual Report and feed back his findings on how the 
CAB have assisted local residents. To list the item on the next agenda.  

 That no collective/corporate response to the ‘Post 16 Transport Policy Consultation’ nor ‘Street 
Trading Resolution’ be made, although individual comments may be submitted where desired.  

 
6. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the Planning Inspectorate 

PLANNING APPEAL: CH/11/0271 Holford Equestrian Centre, Cotswold Road, Hednesford 

Planning Inspectorate’s Reference: APP/X3405/A/11/2164079/NWF 

Replacement of existing telecommunications installation with a 20 metre high lattice tower with 3 
antennas and associated equipment cabinets (resubmission of CH/11/0052). 

The following comments were stated in a letter dated 11 January 2012 to the Planning Inspectorate: 
 
Brindley Heath Parish Council wishes to object to the above proposed development.  

The main objections are: 

 The Council would question the need for the lattice tower to be 20 metres in height when there are 
already three masts in the Pye Green area, and further masts planned to be installed at the bottom 
of Bradbury Lane and on the Rugeley Road.  

 The lattice tower would harm the visual amenity and characteristics of the AONB – it will be taller 
than tree height.  

 The application represents inappropriate development in the Green Belt and would have an 
adverse impact on the visual amenity and openness of the Green Belt which is contrary to policies 
C1, C6 & B7 of the Cannock Chase Local Plan and PPG2 – Green Belts. 

The Council would ask that consideration be given to the negative impact the proposal would have on the 
area, and conclude that the appeal be dismissed.   

Resolved: To confirm the comments made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee on the above 
planning appeal.  

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  
CH/11/0395 Land West of Pye Green Road, Hednesford 
 
Mixed use development involving the erection of up to 700 dwellings; local centre consisting of 
retail/commercial; a primary school; formal and informal open space, equipped play areas and allotments; 
new highway infrastructure onto Pye Green Road and Limepit Lane; and associated engineering, ground 
modelling works and drainage infrastructure (Outline including access). 
 
A discussion took place on the proposed development and the inadequacy of detail and planning that 
seems to have been invested into such a large housing scheme.  
 
An extension to the final comments consultation date has been awarded, and observations must now be 
forwarded by the first few days in February 2012 (at the latest).  
 
Resolved: That Cllor Pearson and Cllor Turville liaise on the details of the application, with a view to 
preparing a comprehensive consultation response on behalf of the Parish Council; to include all areas of 
concern.  
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c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

There are no outstanding planning decisions for Brindley Heath Parish. 
 

d) Updates on other planning issues 

i. It was reported that Cllor Kraujalis (Chairman of District Council’s Planning Committee) has 
been unable (to date) to secure the adoption of a district policy to automatically submit all 
planning applications to Planning Committee for a decision, where there are parish council 
objections. However, parish councils can secure a decision at committee by making a request 
within the written consultation response.  
 

ii. Removal of Trees at Birches Valley Visitor Centre – The Principle Landscape & Countryside 
Officer at Cannock chase Council has advised the Development Control Manager, Mr. Aqbal, 
on the Forestry Commission’s authority to undertake work to trees within the AONB.  
 
He said that Forestry Commission land is crown land and is exempt from many things including 
Tree Preservation Orders (TPO). Sites within the AONB are provided with no additional 
protection as such either. The Forestry Commission has a Forest Management Plan which 
means that TPO’s could not be made on the land, even if the land were not crown land.  The 
Forestry Commission has authority and responsibility for granting permission for the felling of 
trees. 
 
Members commented that the land was not designated crown land after Forest Enterprises 
had taken over its management. It was suggested that Mr. Aqbal be asked to clarify the 
situation again. 

  
iii. Land at Bow Street, Rugeley (site of former play group) – Geoff Winslow (Property Services 

Department at Cannock Chase Council) has not received an estimate yet from the Street Scene 
section of the costs of improving the site (There has been a misunderstanding between him 
and them). He said he would investigate the litter picking suggestion.  
 
The Clerk will follow this matter up with another officer (Kevin Lawlor or Tom Walsh) to see if a 
resolution can be speeded up.     

 
7. KINGSLEY WOOD ROAD 

a) Discharge of firearms from an 18ft tower 
It was reported that the Planning Enforcement Officer (Ian Collingham) has successfully secured removal of 
the tower, having investigated and concluded that it did constitute a breach of planning regulations. The 
land owner has complied with Mr Collingham’s request to dismantle the structure.   
 
A Police Firearms Officer has visited the Chairman but it was not made clear what action is proposed to 
resolve the concerns about shooting activity, particularly in relation to public safety. The Parish Council are 
extremely concerned about the dangers of quarry shooting in this location because powerful rifles are used 
and there is a significant risk of bullets straying beyond the boundary. The plot of land is very narrow and in 
close proximity to public highways (Penkridge Bank being a main road), homes and well used public areas 
(AONB). The risks will be greater still when firing from a position which is closer to the ground. There are 
also concerns about whether the licence conditions are being complied with and whether an adequate 
assessment of the land has been undertaken to ensure safe shooting.   
 
Resolved: To write to the Chief Inspector, Carl Ratcliffe again asking for an update on the Police 
investigations and restating the Councils concerns about public safety.  
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b) Felling of a tree on AONB land 
It was reported that the Tree and Landscape Protection Officer (Chris Garner) has investigated the incident 
involving two men who were seen felling a tree for firewood. An interview has been carried out under 
caution and Mr. Garner has issued the perpetrator with an official legal caution which will be kept on file at 
the Council offices for a period of three years. If the perpetrator were found guilty of a further TPO offence 
during that time, the information will be used as evidence in the preparation of a prosecution case.  
 
Resolved: The investigation and conclusion was noted and it was agreed that the matter had been 
successfully and thoroughly dealt with. 

 
8. AONB GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

The work of the AONB and merits of joining the membership scheme (at a cost of £120 annually) were 
discussed.  The AONB Team have introduced the scheme as they are looking to increase funding and 
volunteering opportunities. A number of local parish councils have already signed up. It was proposed that 
Brindley Heath Parish Council become a member in order to show support to the AONB, particularly since 
the area is situated within the Parish boundary. 
 
Resolved:  That more information is required to aid a decision and that Cllor Pearson will report to the next 
meeting on the management/organisation structure of the AONB. 

 
9. COMMUNITY MEDIATION SERVICE 

Literature on the scheme had been provided by Cllor Tim Jones (distributed to all members) and the details 
were considered and discussed.  
 
Mediation Rugeley and Brereton has been established by Rugeley Town Council and Brereton & Ravenhill 
Parish Council to provide a free dispute resolution service to the local community. Mediation offers an 
informal route to resolving conflict between neighbours and is designed to deal with such matters as noise, 
children, boundary disagreements, car parking, animals, gardens and rubbish. There is no cost implication 
to the Parish Council except the stationery and postage associated with administration.  
 
Resolved: To join forces with Rugeley Town Council and Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council in becoming 
a member council of the Community Mediation Service. 
 

10. ACTING VICE CHAIRMAN 
Resolved: To affirm the appointment of Councillor R. Turville to the position of Acting Vice Chairman. 
  

11. INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS 
The forthcoming meetings were noted: 
a) Rugeley Community Forum – 21 March 2012 
b) Hednesford Community Forum – 26 March 2012  

 
12. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

a) Hednesford Community Forum on 7 December 2011 – Councillor Turville attended this meeting 
and raised a number of issues concerning Hednesford.  

b) Any other reports – A time capsule has been buried at Pye Green Community Centre. 
 
13. LOCALISM AGENDA 

a) Technical Reforms of Council Tax Consultation 

A copy of NALC’s response to the consultation was supplied to all members for information (Clerks Report). 

Resolved: To note NALC’s response to the Technical Reforms of Council Tax Consultation.     
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b)  Neighbourhood Planning Consultation 

A copy of NALC’s response to the consultation was supplied to all members for information (Clerks Report).   

Resolved: To note NALC’s response to the Neighbourhood Planning Consultation.  
 
It was commented that the Act had set the framework for change in place but a lot of the details were still 
to be determined. Many of the areas were still unclear and training would be very beneficial. It was 
suggested that enquiries about courses be made with the Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association. 

It was reported that the District Council’s Planning Department would be organising a Planning Seminar to 
discuss the implications of the Localism Act. 

A note on the Code of Conduct - It was pointed out that 95% of the complaints made to local authority 
standards committees originate from parish councils and only a small number are recommended for 
investigation.  The Localism Act abolishes the standards board regime and removes the responsibility for 
standards committees to investigate trivial and frivolous complaints. However a criminal offence has been 
introduced for councillors who deliberately withhold or misrepresent a financial interest. Such matters will 
become the responsibility of the Police.  
 
The future management of standards matters/complaints at Cannock Chase Council will be the 
responsibility of the Democratic Services Manager and Chief Executive.   
 

14. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
County Councillor John Bernard formally introduced himself and advised members that he is a County 
Councillor for Hednesford & Rawnsley, District Councillor for Hawks Green and Parish Councillor for Norton 
Canes. He said that he attends many local parish council meetings regularly in order to gain an insight into 
what is happening in the area and also offer advice and assistance on issues where he can.   
 

15. FINANCE 
a) Update on Financial Position of the Council 
Expenditure from April 2011 to the present date (set against each budget head) was noted from the Clerks 
Report. In summary, Income is £4085.95, expenditure is £2652.41 and bank account balances are £3775.43 
(£3500 (HSBC) and £275.43 + a few pennies bank interest (Co-op)). 
 
A letter containing three member signatures has again been posted to the Co-op Bank (22 December 2011) 
asking for the account address to be updated. No response has been received to date. 
 
Resolved: That the financial position of the Council is noted and that the majority of the remaining monies 
held in the Co-op account (£88.72 after payments (below)) are moved to HSBC by cheque.  
 
b) To set the budget for financial year 2012/13 
A draft budget was distributed to members for consideration. The expenditure figures were accepted as 
being an accurate representation of expected future costs.   
 
It was suggested that the staff costs budget be increased slightly to make provision for an incremental 
salary scale rise.  
 
Resolved: That the draft budget for the financial year 2012/13 be approved and adopted (subject to a small 
adjustment to staff costs budget). 
Proposed by Cllor Adams, seconded by Cllor Pearson and agreed.  
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c) To determine the precept for the financial year 2012/13 
The Head of Financial Management at Cannock Chase Council (Mr. B. Kean) has asked for notice of parish 
precept to be given by 20 January 2012 as District and Parish Tax Base had been set much earlier this year 
(at a meeting on 14 December 2011). The Tax Base for Brindley Heath has been confirmed to be 253.83 (for 
a band D property). 
 
If the precept were to remain at £4000 (for 2012/13) the parish tax charged to a band D householder would 
be £15.76, representing an increase of 29p or 1.87% over the current financial year (2011/12). It was noted 
that for a nil increase, the precept would need to be set at £3927. 
 
A copy of the Cash book (April 2011 to present) was given to members along with an estimate of income, 
expenditure and reserves at 31 March 2012. 
 
Consideration was given to the budget (2012/13), including the cost implications of future elections (the 
next ordinary parish elections in 2015 and a by-election which could be called at any time). It was accepted 
that £500 should be reserved each year from 2012/13 to 2015/16 (£2000 in total) to cover the costs of the 
Ordinary Parish elections in 2015, and £2000 (minimum) should be maintained in reserves (at all times) to 
ensure that the costs of a by-election could be met if called. 
 
Resolved: To set the precept for the financial year 2012/13 at £3900 (£15.36 for a band D property which is 
a reduction of 11p). 
Proposed by Cllor Adams, seconded by Cllor Pearson and agreed. 

 
d) Cheques for Payment 

 
200032 Staffordshire County Council    £24.00 Cannock Chase Enterprise Centre – 

Room Hire for meeting on 17 
January 2012 

200033 Trudy Williams £162.71 Salary December 2011 
200034 Brindley Heath Parish Council   £85.00 Transfer of funds to HSBC Bank 

Account 
  _______  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £186.71  

  
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 

 
16. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
 
17. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 6 March 2012 at The White House, Marquis Drive, 
Brindley Heath (subject to availability).  The start time will be 7.30pm.  
 
The Chairman thanked Cllor Bernard for his attendance, and for the information he provided. 

 
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.10pm 
 

 
Signed………………………......................... 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
 
 
Date…………………………………………………… 


