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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD ON TUESDAY 25 JUNE 2013  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     A. Pearson 
     P. Bishop 
     Mrs M.A. Turville 
     R. Turville 
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mr. D. Ballett (Member of the Public) 
       Ms S. Wilkes (Member of the Public) 
       Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
 
 
 
 For the half hour prior to the start of the meeting, the applicants for the vacant office of Councillor (Mr 
Ballett and Ms Wilkes) were interviewed individually. They were invited to give a short presentation about 
their life and background, the nature of their interests in the Parish and reasons for wishing to take on the 
role. The applicants then answered a number of questions from Members.   

 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

None 
      

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No items raised 
 

3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 7 May 2013 were approved as a true record.  
 

4. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM LAST MINUTES 
a) Highways Matters 

 Photographs of the damaged verge in Stafford Brook Road have been forwarded to the Highways 
Department. This follows a report from a Highways Officer that an inspection of the verges between 
Kingsley Wood Road and the Quarry entrance had not identified any defects.   
 

 Mark Keeling, Community Infrastructure Liaison Manager has provided a response (dated 23 June 
2013) to the following requests: 

  
o A speed limit of 40mph throughout the AONB – There is no support for inclusion into the current 

year’s Divisional Highway Program. It is considered that a speed limit would have little effect in 
slowing vehicles down, would be costly, difficult to enforce and have a detrimental impact on 
Cannock Chase in terms of necessary signing provision.  

o No overtaking lines on Penkridge Bank Road (at an effective distance from its junction with 
Stafford Brook Road) – The Highways Department is unable to provide lines due to Department 
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for Transport regulations. All signs and lines in the UK have to be authorised by the Department 
for Transport and there are strict rules on use and sighting. ‘No Overtaking’ lines are used in 
areas where visibility is so poor it would be dangerous to overtake. At this location the road is 
long and straight with good visibility. Additionally the lines would be enforceable and the Police 
are unlikely to support any action.   

 
Members expressed their disappointment with the responses and the Chairman said that he would 
speak to County Councillor Geoff Martin about the issues. 

 
b) Any Other Matters  
None 

 
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No report 
 
6. CASUAL VACANCY 

It was declared that two written applications had been received for the office of Councillor. These were from 
Mr. David Ballett and Ms Suzanne Wilkes. Both candidates had been given an opportunity to support their 
applications with a short presentation prior to the start of the meeting, and Members had asked them 
questions. Both have confirmed they meet all eligibility criteria to become a parish councillor. 

It had been previously agreed that the standing order requiring vote by show of hands, be temporarily 
suspended for this item in favour of a vote by written ballot.   
 
A voting slip was issued and then handed back to the Clerk after each of the six Members had marked a cross 
against their candidate of choice.   
 
It was announced that David Ballett had received the majority vote. He was congratulated and invited to join 
the Council. Suzanne Wilkes was commiserated.  
 
Mr. Ballett accepted the invitation and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (which was returned 
to the Clerk for placement on Council records).  
 
A copy of the Council’s Code of Conduct was issued together with a map of the Parish, a Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interests form and Register of Members Interests form (for completion within 28 days).  
 
The ‘Good Councillors’ Guide’ booklet, CPRE Planning Booklets and any other relevant information (held 
electronically) would also be forwarded at a later date.  
  
Resolved:  

 To appoint Mr. David Ballett to the office of Parish Councillor – Chase Side Ward.  

 To appoint him to the Council’s Planning Committee and as a Parish Representative to the Labouring 
Poor Charity, Etching Hill.  

 
7. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   
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 Connecting Cannock Chase Lowland Heath Project – the content of Bernadette Noake’s letter dated 
29 May 2013 (Biodiversity Co-ordinator, the Wildlife Trust) was noted. Some members expressed an 
interest in attending a site visit and it was agreed that arrangements for this would be made on 
either a Tuesday or Friday.  

 Bus Service Change Notification - Timetable changes to the bus routes 12, 13 and 823 (effective from 
15 July 2013) were noted from a letter dated 30 May 2013 (Bernie Chadwick, Network Development 
Officer, Staffordshire County Council). It was pointed out by the Chairman that if these services are 
not used they will be lost, and a suggestion was made to send a ‘use it or lose it’ notice/poster to 
Colton and Longdon Parish Councils, and ask if they would display it in a public location.   

 Extracts from SPCA Weekly Bulletins containing information on County wide activity, was noted 
(SPCA HS2 Policy Statement, Services from Staffordshire County Council’s Legal Services Unit, links to 
information on Localism, Staffordshire County Council’s partnership to bring faster broadband).  

 Community Council of Staffordshire – Letter (dated 20 June 2013) inviting the Parish Council to 
become a member at a cost of £22. Again it was decided not to take up membership. 

 Launch of Staffordshire Health & Well Being Board’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy: ‘Living Well in 
Staffordshire’  – It was noted from a letter (dated 17 June 2013) that the Strategy is a five year plan 
(2013-17) focussing on poor health prevention, better care in the community, access to quality care 
and wider factors impacting health and wellbeing. The full plan and a summary can be accessed and 
commented on through the website: ww.engagingcommunitiesstaffordshire.co.uk/conversation-
staffordshire  

 Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Partnership ‘Meet the Chair’ Sessions – A Council of Governors, 
(which will support the Board of Directors in setting the long term vision for the NHS Trust) is to be 
appointed later in the year and Nigel Ratcliffe, Partnership Trust Chairman is holding a series of 
meetings to talk about the election process and Governor role and responsibilities. It was noted that 
local meetings will be held on 17 July 2013 (6 – 8pm) at Staffordshire Place, Tipping Street, Stafford; 
and Thursday 26 September 2013 (6 – 8pm) Springfields Health & Wellbeing Centre, Lovett Court, 
Rugeley. Booking necessary. 

Resolved:  All items of correspondence were noted and responses where relevant approved.  
 
c) Consultations 

 Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan Review (2009 – 14) – The closing date for comments was 
14 June 2013 but views can still be forwarded.   

No collective comments were made by the Parish Council. Some members had submitted comments 
individually.  

 Consultation on the Trust Special Administrators’ draft recommendations on the future of services 
for local people using Stafford and Cannock Hospitals.  

It was noted that an extension request had been made to Monitor (the health care regulator) for an 
extra 30 working days to finalise the draft recommendations, and an additional 10 days for the 
consultation period.  The public meetings organised between 25 June 2013 and 11 July 2013 have 
been cancelled. 

  
8. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

None 
 
b) New Planning Applications Received 
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CH/13/0168 Penkridge Bank Cottage, Penkridge Bank Road, Rugeley – Residential development: demolition of 
existing house and swimming pool and erection of a 5 bedroom detached house 
 
The planning application was discussed in detail and a number of points were raised on:   

o Demolition of a high quality traditional home in a good state of repair 
o Footprint/massing of the replacement dwelling 
o New siting of the replacement property – positioned away from the road but will stand out from 

Penkridge Bank Road and also Stafford Brook Road 
o Overlooking and other implications on neighbouring property 
o Effect on the openness of the Green Belt 
o Impact on AONB 
o Future use of the garage/games room 

 
Resolved:  To request an extension to the final comments date to enable planning research and liaison with 
local residents. 
 
CH/13/0184 414 Rugeley Road, Rugeley – Single storey front extension 
 
Resolved: To make no objections to the development proposal. Neighbouring houses have a similar 
footprint. 
 
CH/13/0190 Go Ape, Birches Valley, Rugeley – extension to existing high ropes course 
 
Resolved:  

 To make no objections to the development proposal. It is a healthy activity that all the family can 
enjoy (including younger children).  

 To separately write to the Forestry Commission to ask whether an Environmental Impact Assessment 
has been done on the introduction of motorised go-peds (Forest Segway).  

 
13/18496/FUL Single wind turbine up to 74 metres in height with ancillary development at land south of Far 
Coley Farm, Coley Lane, Little Hayward (submitted to Stafford Borough Council) 
 
Resolved: To forward objections to the proposal as the wind turbine will dominate the outlook of the 
countryside for miles around and will be seen from parts of Brindley Heath and Etching Hill. The visual 
amenity of Cannock Chase AONB will also be adversely affected. 
 
c) Planning Decision Made by Staffordshire County Council 

CH.13/03 Cannock Chase Visitor Centre, Marquis Drive – Erection of a new WC, shower and changing places 
block (District Council reference CH/13/0126) 

Planning approval was awarded on 29 May 2013. 
 

Resolved:  To note the planning decision made by the County Council. 
 
d) Update on Cannock Chase Council’s Planning Protocol 
Cannock Chase Council’s Local Protocol for Planning Decision Making has been amended to state that when 
a Parish Council objects to an application which Officers are not intending to refuse using delegated powers; 
the application will be determined by Committee rather than by Officers. 
 
This decision was made by Full Council on 10 April 2013.  
 
Resolved:  To note the information.  
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9. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Kingsley Wood Road 

 Motorbike scrambling – the activity is continuing, along with monitoring of the nuisance it causes.  

 Motorists parking up for drinking sessions – This nuisance is also continuing. Further reports will be 
given at a later date.   

Resolved:  To note the updates on nuisance issues. 
 
b) Disused Quarry Entrance on A460 Rugeley Road 

Mark Keeling has confirmed that Cllor George Adamson has supported works via his Divisional Highway 
Program to close of this former entrance with the use of an earth bund. The earth bund will be installed 
across the entrance in line with the current tree line on the Rugeley Road. It will prevent HGV and vehicles in 
general from parking at this location. The time scale is six or seven weeks. 
 
Amy Ward (Senior Regulation Officer) has advised that the Planning Regulation Manager who was 
attempting to establish the reason the site was not restored after closure of the quarry, has retired. Amy will 
try to ensure that progress is made on the task but is short staffed at the present time.  
 
Resolved: To note the information and await responses to the outstanding planning enquiry. 
 
c) Environmental/Wildlife Habitat at Cemex 

Resolved: That the Clerk should write to Cemex Quarry to ask for information on plans to turn an area of the 
site into an official RSPB reserve.  
 
d) Cannock Chase and AONB 

Forest Concerts are being held on Friday 28 and Saturday 29 June 2013. The Chairman reminded Members 
that a phone number was available for making complaints about any resulting nuisance.  
 
Cllor Pearson advised the meeting that the AONB AGM was being held tomorrow (26 June 2013). 
 
Resolved: To note the information. 
 

10. INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 
Various AONB Activities 
 

11. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 
a) Community Forums – no reports 
b) Standards Board Meeting on 4 June 2013 – Cllor Pearson reported that Parish Representatives on 

the Committee had now been awarded a vote 
c) Any other reports – Clerk attended a meeting on 25 June 2013 with Cannock District Parish Clerks 

and the Chief Executive  
 
12. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

None 
 
13. FINANCE 

a) Financial Position of the Council 

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided in the Clerks Report.  
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The HSBC account balance at 12 June 2013 is £4947.35.  

 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) Update on Audit 

The Audit Return and accounting information for financial year 2012-13 was posted to Grant Thornton by 
recorded delivery on 16 May 2013. No information has been received back on the outcome of the annual 
audit. 

c) Renewal of Parish Council Insurance 

Members were advised that three quotations had been obtained, one each from Came & Company, Zurich 
and Aon.  

The features of each policy were noted and it was concluded that Came & Company offered the best 
combination of a comprehensive policy with good levels of cover and quality customer service (which 
includes advice and professional support to Parish Council’s through a newsletter and very helpful, accessible 
staff).  

It was proposed by Cllor Pearson, seconded by Cllor Mrs Turville and agreed that the Council’s insurance be 
renewed with Came & Company on a three year, long term agreement basis. 

Resolved:  To take out a three year parish council insurance agreement with Came & Company at a cost of 
£268.11 (year one). The new policy start date is 6 July 2013 and will run to 5 July 2016. 
 
d) Purchase of Local Council Administration 

Resolved:  To purchase a copy of the 9th edition of the reference book ‘Local Council Administration’ by 
Charles Arnold Baker (a complete statement of the law relating to parish and community councils) at a 
special price of £60. 
 
e) Cheques for Payment 

100030 
 

The White House 
 

   £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 25 
June 2013 
 

100031 Broker Network Ltd  £268.11 Renewal of insurance with Came 
& Company from 6 July 2013  
 

100032 Trudy Williams £414.19 Salary April & May 2013 (£170.57 
x 2), Postage £8.60, Printing & 
Stationery £4.45 
Local Council Administration by 
Charles Arnold Baker £60 
(Supplier: LexisNexis) 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 

 
14. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

None 
 

15. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meetings of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13 August 2013 at The White House, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath. The start time will be 7.30pm. 
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The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


