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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2016 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     Mrs M. A. Turville 
     R. Turville (vice Chairman) 
     A. Pearson 
     D. Cotton  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Duncan Rollo, Partnerships Manager, Staffordshire Police 

(to end of Item 2) 
 Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
   
  
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman called a minute’s silence in memory of Councillor 
David Ballett and former Councillor, Ken Baker who have both sadly passed away recently. 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received and accepted on behalf of Cllor Ms. S. Wilkes.  
 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

Duncan Rollo attended the meeting to discuss a method of gathering information (not to deliver a police 
report as such). Every week the Police Partnership Team have a ‘Threat and Grip’ meeting to look at the 
priorities for the week (which includes: ASB hot spots, rising crime types, individuals of note, community 
issues of note). The data comes from their own systems, collected through public engagement, police 
reports and intelligence.   The Police do not collect information on community concerns such as: speeding, 
noise nuisance, road safety, street parking, public transport problems, problem neighbours, fires, litter etc. 
Policing and operational activity is set only on the information that is available and they now want a 
broader range of data to ensure they put resources into the right places; particularly with the challenge of 
operating with too few officers. 
 
To this end a new system has been introduced involving the filling in of Citizen Contact Record forms (CCR). 
CCR forms are being issued to parish councils for staff and councillors to fill in when concerns are raised by 
members of the community. The completed forms need to be submitted to Duncan at the Police Station, or 
he will collect them. They do not replace the need to report criminal activity in the normal way through the 
101 service. The CCR forms will serve two purposes which is the collection of data and facilitate the 
reporting of issues, which will be directed to the Partnership/relevant agency for further action. This may 
involve referral to a PCSO for the area (if in a police realm) or to the Community Safety Hub, Responsible 
Bodies Group, Safer Roads Partnership, County and District councils’ and its partners.  
 
The data collected will eventually become rich enough to highlight issues in individual areas and aid future 
planning of resources/campaigns based on need. Forms can also be filled in if there are no problems – the 
police would like this feedback also. This new system should not create additional work. The recording of 
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the data on the computer is straightforward and Duncan can direct the issues to the partners he works 
with, as this is already part of his existing role. 
 
A few CCR pads were distributed between members and the Clerk. As much information as possible should 
be captured. A postcode as a minimum is needed (in respect of contact details). The codes don’t have to be 
filled in. Under ‘Action taken’ it can be recorded that a referral has been made to Duncan. 
 
The holes at the side of the bridge in Stafford Brook Road, reported weeks ago to the Highways 
Department, were raised as a possible issue.    
 
A Question was put to Duncan about the deployment of police staff and how they can get their work done 
when the Chief Inspector at Cannock LPT has introduced a prolonged series of changes. He advised that a 
transformation started in September 2015 and has been ongoing for twelve months where different work 
systems have been tried out to see how they work. However, PCSO’s are now back on three shift patterns 
and PC’s Paul Bradbury and Lee Turner are staying at Rugeley. They have a workload that has increased but 
this is down to the size of the area (a national problem) rather than shift changes. The Response Team has 
gone back to being response and Neighbourhood Team gone back to being neighbourhood. Police 
resources were discussed in respect of PCSO’s limited powers and workload pressures which have an 
impact on things getting done and on crime prevention (through visibility of the police). Duncan suggested 
inviting the Police and Crime Commissioner, Matthew Ellis to the meeting or alternatively contacting the 
local Chief Inspector to discuss the way the police system operates, its shortcomings, priorities and ideas 
for making improvements. 
 
Duncan was asked to tell the Chief Inspector at Cannock to focus on issues other than dogging as the 
manpower and time put into this matter has in the past been excessive. Duncan said Cannock Chase comes 
under three different policing areas: Stafford, South Staffs and Cannock. Cannock LPT had not spent time 
on the issue or deployed any resources into this field of work unless there are crimes associated with it. It 
was agreed that a police presence needs to be in areas where they are most visible to provide the greatest 
deterrent – even if this involves driving around in a van once or twice a week.  
 
It was suggested that staff be trained up to operate drones in the Cannock Chase area and Duncan said the 
police do have access to them and do deploy them. They are a purchased jointly between the police and 
fire service. A drone was used at Pye Green Stadium at a time when there were problems with motorbikes. 
The drone could follow the motor bikers back home, when otherwise riders would disperse through several 
access points when the police arrived on site.     
 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
No members of the public were present 
 

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

To declare interests for this meeting 

Member   
Cllor A. Pearson 

Interest 
Neighbour of applicant for planning 
application CH/16/0212 
 
Member of the District Council’s 
Planning Control Committee 
 

Type 
Personal and prejudicial 
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5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the Meeting held on 26 July 2016 were approved as a true record. 

 
6. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

Members expressed their sadness at the passing of Cllor David Ballett. David was a highly valued member 
of the Council (who had been in post for three years) and will be greatly missed. A condolence card has 
been sent to his family and Councillors’ Pearson, Adams, Cotton and the Clerk had attended his funeral.  
 
It was reported that a statutory notice of the councillor vacancy (Brindley Village ward) had been published 
on the parish council’s website (on 27 September 2016). A notice would also be displayed on the notice 
board in Stafford Brook Road.  
 
The notice board fixed to the wall of the Tackeroo (taken down before demolition of the building) will be 
re-sited at the earliest opportunity and Cllor Pearson will look at the options. He advised that he would 
contact the County to enquire about relocating it at the entrance to the car park (off Brindley Heath Road).    
 
It was decided that, at the end of the statutory notice period (and subject to there being no election called) 
a vacancy notice would be displayed on the website inviting applicants to apply. Candidates would be asked 
to attend the next meeting of the Council on 15 November 2016, at which it was hoped a new member 
could be co-opted. As the vacancy is for Brindley Village Ward, Councillors would like to see applications 
from people living in Brindley village or on this side of the parish for a balanced representation. 
 
Resolved:   

 To display a notice inviting applications after the statutory notice period has expired (if no call for an 
election) which will be on or around 18 October 2016.  

 To interview candidates and co-opt a new member to the Council on 15 November 2016.     
 

7. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Noise monitoring statistics were given to Cllor Adams for the forest concerts held in the summer (obtained 
from the Environmental Health Department at Cannock Chase Council). 
 

8. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Items raised in other sections of the agenda 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
  
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

AONB Task and Finish Group - email from Anne Walker, Office Manager at Cannock Chase AONB (dated 26 
July 2016 and forwarded to members electronically). Terms of reference for Task and Finish Groups and a 
list of AONB Partner representatives.  In respect of attendance at the Joint Committee, it was stated that 
Parish Councils are on ‘rotating representation’. Parish representatives are welcome to join any of the task 
and finish groups.  

 
Hednesford Town Council’s ‘Afternoon Get Together’ – a poster calling for people to join this new group 
has been displayed on Brindley Heath Parish Council’s website. 
  



 

Chairman’s Initials …………………………………           38/2016 
 
 

              
 

Gating Order – letter (dated 26 July 2016) from the Environmental Protection Manager at Cannock Chase 
Council invited comment on the conversion of the existing Gating Order at Reservoir Road, Hednesford to a 
Public Space Protection Order.  The existing Order had been made to address regular incidents of fly tipping 
and other antisocial behaviour occurring in the area. 
 
The Parish Council responded to the consultation (in a letter dated 19 August 2016), stating that it would 
support keeping the gates if restricted access was effective in addressing the anti-social activity.  

 
SPCA Bulletins – The Bulletin dated 22 September states that Government is planning to bring in new rules 
forcing local councils to hold costly local referendums over increases to the parish precepts. The 
consultation paper from the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) makes proposals 
to bring local councils in line with principal councils by requiring them to hold a referendum if they plan to 
increase their part of council tax above a certain amount, with the effect of introducing ‘capping’ for the 
first time. The limit for principal councils – which spend around £100 billion a year – is currently 2%, with an 
additional 2% recently introduced to allow them to generate new income for social care costs. 

  
Resolved: To note the information. 
 
c) Consultations 

Highway Infrastructure Asset Management Plan (HIAMP) – letter from Matthew Davenhill, Cabinet 
Support Member for Transport and Highways (dated 16 August 2016) provides notice of a highway 
consultation. Staffordshire has one of the largest highway networks in the UK, stretching across 6400 km. It 
is the largest single asset managed by the authority and its efficient management is vital in both getting 
people from A to B safely, and in driving economic growth of the county. The new HIAMP defines the key 
priorities and how they link to delivery of the highway services.  
 
Documentation for the consultation had been forwarded electronically (on 18 August 2016) as comments 
had been invited by 13 September 2016.  
 
Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Consultation – the corporate plan will set out the priorities facing Staffordshire 
Fire and Rescue Service, and the services required to make everyone in the local communities safe from fire 
and other emergencies. information about this consultation was forwarded electronically to members on 
18 August 2016. The consultation will run until 16 October 2016. 
 
Resolved: That members note the consultations and submit comments individually as desired.  
 

10. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 
It was reported that Cllor Mrs Mitchell had very kindly agreed to increase her Community Fund donation 
from £500 to £750.  
 
Cllor Geoff Martin had not responded to email and telephone enquiries made by Cllor Cotton to ask 
whether he would reconsider his decision to decline support through the Community Fund application 
made to him. 

Cllor Pearson has approached Cllor Alan Dudson who has pledged to support the defibrillator project. The 
Clerk had contacted the Member and Democratic Services office at Staffordshire County Council earlier in 
the summer to ask about making an application to Cllor Dudson. The response given was that Cllor Dudson 
(who had approached staff in Member and Democratic Services) had been advised that the funding had 
been raised and that the applications for the project had been processed. The Community Fund rules 
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require parish council’s make a financial contribution (and information about the value the parish council 
could contribute had been put on the applications submitted to Cllor Adamson and Cllor Mrs Mitchell).   
 
One Another Ministries have been advised about the details of the project and asked if Keith Dawson from 
AEDdonate could contact them directly to undertake a survey of the White House premises. Staff wanted in 
the first instance to discuss the matter together formally.    
 
It was agreed that another enquiry would be made about making an application to Cllor Alan Dudson to 
reduce the value of the financial contribution that will need to be made by the Parish Council. The outcome 
will not however affect progress with the project as £1500 has been secured from Cllor George Adamson 
and Cllor Mrs Christine Mitchell.  

 
Resolved:  

 To note with grateful thanks that County Cllor George Adamson and County Cllor Mrs Christine 
Mitchell have both supported the Community Fund project by donating £750 each.   

 That a Community Fund application be made to Cllor Alan Dudson (assuming this does not affect 
the contribution the County Members have donated to the project).  

 To ask Keith Dawson from AEDdonate to undertake a survey of the White House premises, in 
consultation with staff of One Another Ministries, to identify the best position for the defibrillator.   

 
11. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 

CH/16/212 414 Rugeley Road – proposed front extension with internal alterations (resubmission of 
CH/15/0273) amended. 
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council on 5 August 2016 stating: 
 
The Planning Committee has no objections to the proposal but has asked that you take into account the following 
observations:  
 
1. The property is in a prominent position just within the boundary of the AONB. The applicants home, along 
with most other neighbouring properties in this section of road, are constructed in facing bricks. The proposal involves 
building the front extension in block and render which would be inconsistent and not complimentary to the character 
of the AONB where finish of material and choice of colour is one of the most important design factors in reducing the 
impact of building on the landscape. The use of brickwork would be more in keeping with the AONB’s landscape 
character, surrounding homes and the existing fabric of this property.  
 
Members do however understand that each application is judged on its own merits and will support the decision taken, 
based on your own planning knowledge and expertise.   
 
2. There is a grass verge in front of the property and the applicant is proposing to remove it and install a 
dropped kerb for the whole length of the frontage. Members would much prefer to see the dropped kerb span just a 
standard vehicle’s width. Aesthetically this would be more pleasing as it is consistent with a residential design and 
other neighbouring properties. We assume you would consult with County Highways on this matter. 
 
3. The plans show a chimney. It is our understanding that this is a ‘smokeless zone’, unless the applicant needs 
this structure for some form of ventilation or smokeless heating system’.  
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CH.16/05/709M Rugeley Quarry – application not to comply with (to vary) conditions 2 and 8 of planning 
permission CH.00/0577 & S.40018 to revise the phasing of the working and restoration of Rugeley Quarry. 
  
A letter was forwarded to Staffordshire County Council on 9 August 2016 stating: 
 
As this development proposal involves revising the existing operational phasing only and will not alter the overall 
operation at the quarry, nor result in an increase in traffic movements (which has been confirmed by the applicant), 
the Parish Council has concluded that it raises no objections to the application.  
 
It would be appreciated if you could however note the following observations:  
 
Residents have noticed a considerable increase in the amount of vehicular movements along Stafford Brook Road and 
Bower Lane. Representatives of Brindley Heath Parish Council have spoken to staff at Cemex and feel that a 
comprehensive traffic survey should be undertaken at the quarry gates to establish just how much traffic is entering 
and leaving the quarry. 
 

The HGV traffic on these roads is now a major issue and one of great concern.   
 
CH/16/278 Land at Shooting Butts Road – erection of block of stables including tack and feed store. 
 
Several copies of consultation responses had been received from residents in respect of this case. All of 
them were objecting to the proposal.   
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council by the Parish Council on 23 August 2016 stating: 
 
The Parish Council’s Planning Committee strongly opposes this development proposal and has made the following 
comments/observations:  
 
Objections 
‘The proposal for a block of stables and tack store are unacceptable and inappropriate in this protected location. We 
fully support the comments made by neighbouring residents.  
 
The proposed development will be harmful to the Green Belt and will work against preservation of its openness which 
is the most important attribute of this designation. The retention of the field, on which the application is based, is 
essential to the vista of Cannock Chase when entering from Rugeley. There is little open space on the fringes of 
Cannock Chase, much of which is already littered with horse shelters, stables, and sheds.  
 
Chapter 9 of the National Planning Policy Framework (Protecting Green Belt Land) states that the fundamental aim of 
Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open.  
 
Paragraph 89 advises that provision of appropriate facilities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation are not regarded 
as inappropriate development in the Green Belt, but only as long as it preserves the openness of the Green Belt and 
does not conflict with the purposes of including land within it.  The Parish Council considers that the introduction of 
stables in this location to be wholly inappropriate; with no evidence outlined that there are ‘very special circumstances’ 
providing justification for the harm being outweighed by other considerations.     
 
There appears to be no plan for the effluent from this enterprise and we feel the increased traffic will be a hazard on 
an already dangerous stretch of road and additional horses will add even further problems. All of which we feel could 
detract from the peace and quiet that nearby occupiers might reasonably expect to enjoy in their gardens. 
  
Other additions and changes in connection with equine facilities would also follow such as fences and jumps. In time, 
the site would appear even more developed, increasing the detrimental effects on the beauty and landscape of this 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
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National planning policy makes it clear that AONB’s have the highest status of protection in relation to landscape 
character and scenic beauty. Great weight must be given to conserving and enhancing these attributes.  
 
Observations 
This field along with the adjacent field have been part of the agricultural belt and supported the production of hay and 
the grazing of sheep for many years. 
 
Conclusion 
The proposal constitutes inappropriate development which is harmful to the Green Belt. It will have a negative impact 
on openness and will detract from the landscape character and scenic beauty of the AONB’.  

 
CH/16/275 Land at Oakenway – residential development: demolition of existing bungalow, garage and 
outbuilding and erection of one house. 
 
A letter was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council on 23 August 2016 stating the following: 
 
The Parish Council’s Planning Committee has no objection to the development proposal but has asked that you take 
into account the following observations: 
 
‘The existing property has been extensively extended in recent years – way beyond the normal allowance for this area. 
Whilst we feel this new development complies with the existing footprint, it isn’t entirely clear from the accompanied 
plans, the position or size of any garage. 
 
Because of this, members do have concerns regarding further development of this site. Drip-feed applications which 
progress to triple garage with playroom above, garden room, stables etc. – seem to happen time and again in this area 
of the Green Belt and AONB. 
 
We would ask that whatever the outcome, and if this application is approved; that permitted development rights are 
removed to allow for proper consideration and consultation should any further development of the site be proposed’.   
 

Resolved:  To confirm the planning comments sent to the District and County Councils.   
 
b) New Planning Applications Received  

No applications received 
   
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH/16/101 Fallow Park, Rugeley Road – non-material amendment to planning permission CH/13/0303 for 
the substitution of house type to plot 11. 

Application approved on 24 May 2016 (noted from the Planning Register).  
 
Resolved: The planning decision was noted.  
 
d) Other Planning Related Matters 

Accumulation of debris at Oak Tree Farm 

An email was directed to the Environment Agency on 6 September 2016 after it was noticed that waste was 
being burned at the farm and that this should receive the attention of the Environment Agency in addition 
to Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service.   

Apparently, permission to do a controlled fire had been obtained by the owner/operator (from the fire 
service) but the burning quickly escalated and all agencies have been involved with the case, with air 
quality monitoring being undertaken daily. Press releases have been regularly issued by Cannock Chase 
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Council and these have been distributed electronically. The latest press release (on 27 September 2016) 
advises that after air tests at the fire site the risks to public health were deemed to be very low. 
Staffordshire County Council and Cannock Chase District Council jointly commissioned independent tests 
after local people raised concerns about asbestos cement found at the site.   

These concerns were raised at a well-attended public meeting held on 19 September 2016 at Rugeley Fire 
Station.   

Resolved: To note the action being taken by the public authorities involved and to continue monitoring 
progress that will bring a resolution, closely.   

 
12. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

Shaping the future of land on Cannock Chase – an invitation has been received to a Staffordshire County 
Council Workshop: Shaping the Future of Land on Cannock Chase. This is to be held on Tuesday 4 October 
2016 (at Hednesford Town Football Club) to look at how Cannock Chase Country Park, Bevin’s Birches and 
the adjoining land should be managed into the future.  

Resolved: That Cllor Adams and Cllor Cotton (if available) attend the workshop (as representatives of 
Brindley Heath Parish Council and Penkridge Bank Residents Association).  

Staffordshire County Council’s Countryside Estates Review – a Bidders’ Information Day will be held on 6 
and 11 October 2016. In the light of an increasing demand for services and ever decreasing budgets, the 
County Council is seeking to work alongside other partners to realise the full potential of the Countryside 
sites. This event will allow potential partners the opportunity to find out more (and provide feedback) on 
tendering to work with the sites.  

Resolved: That Cllor Pearson would represent the Parish Council at Chasewater Innovation Centre on 
Thursday 6 October 2016. 

 
13. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Speed Reduction Consultation – Staffordshire County Council are proposing to implement a change to the 
speed limit along a section of Bower Lane and Stafford Brook Road from 60mph to 40mph. It is proposed to 
reduce the speed limit from the end of the existing 30mph speed limit on Bower Lane to approximately 
100m past the entrance to Rugeley Quarry.  
 
The Parish Council was invited (between parish meetings) to take part in an informal consultation. A reply 
form was submitted to County Highways on 10 September 2016 stating that Brindley Heath Parish Council 
was in support of the speed reduction proposal but would like to see the 40-mph limit introduced along the 
whole length of Stafford Brook Road, right up to the junction with Penkridge Bank Road. 
 
Resolved: That a speed reduction scheme be supported along Bower Lane and the full length of Stafford 
Brook Road.  
 
Overhanging branches on Stafford Brook Road – the Community Highway Liaison Officer has advised that 
the Highways Department has undertaken an inspection of the hedges and did not deem any of them (in 
the section in question) to be dangerous. Another inspection will be undertaken later in the year as land 
owners must adhere to NFU guidelines which specifies when hedges should be cut back (to protect nesting 
birds). It was pointed out that the road is very narrow in one section because of encroaching vegetation.   
 
HGV movements on Stafford Brook Road – the need for a vehicle count/survey of HGV traffic was 
discussed and quarry staff had been asked if this could be done. Wires had been noticed across the road 



 

Chairman’s Initials …………………………………           43/2016 
 
 

              
 

last week. It would be useful to identify the numbers of lorries going to the quarry (as opposed to those 
using Stafford Brook Road as a through route).  
 
Inconsiderate parking in Brindley Crescent – a Citizen Contact Record form would be completed for 
Duncan Rollo at Staffordshire Police in respect of a transit van regularly parked in Brindley Crescent.  
 
The Community Traffic Management Officer has confirmed that no action will be taken by the Highways 
Department in relation to inconsiderate parking unless a parking offence has been committed (or where 
the vehicle is not taxed and insured). If the vehicle is causing an obstruction Staffordshire Police would 
investigate. 
 
Motorbike scrambling – Police offers PC Paul Bradbury and PC Lee Turner have been advised about this 
nuisance (which occurs usually on Sundays) and police visits have been made to the site, off Kingsley Wood 
Road. Further incidents should be reported through the 101 service. 
 
Gates installed across track end of Kingsley Wood Road – two gates have recently been installed to  
prevent vehicular access. One is sited just off Penkridge Bank Road at Rifle Range Corner (track managed by 
the Forestry Commission), and the other sited on the track end of Kingsley Wood Road, near Smallholding 
(managed by Staffordshire County Council). 
 
The Community Highway Liaison Officer had not known about the installation when consulted. Kinsley 
Wood Road is managed/adopted by the Highways Department although not maintained. Mrs Larvin made 
enquiries and later advised that she understood Cannock Chase Council had installed the gates through a 
Public Space Protection Order. This measure was to deter fly tipping activity and anti-social behaviour. 
 
The Clerk will contact the Environmental Health Department at Cannock Chase Council to ask the reason 
there has not been a public consultation on this matter. 
  
b) Brindley Village 

No items were raised. 
 
14. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

The following invitations to meetings were noted:  

Cannock Chase District Council’s Standards Committee Meeting will be held on 10 October 2016 (if the 
meeting goes ahead). 
 
Cannock Chase AONB Annual Conference will be held on 4 November 2016 (Aquarius Ballroom & Function 
Suite, Hednesford 9.15am to 3.00pm). 
 
Staffordshire County Council information sessions will be held for prospective County Council candidates 
on 23 & 30 November 2016 (County Buildings, Martin Street, Stafford from 5.30 – 7.30pm).   
 
 Resolved: Invitations to meetings were noted.  

 
15. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Friends of Etching Hill – the Chairman reported that a land project has been shortlisted to receive funding 
after an application was made to the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme. The value of the grant will be either 
£8000, £10,000 or £12,000 depending on how customers vote in the Rugeley store over two weekends 
(between 31 October and 13 November).  
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Longdon Cotton Alms Houses – Cllor Adams reported on the meetings attended.  
 
Etching Hill Village Hall –  Cllor Cotton reported on the most recent meeting.  
 
Slitting Mill Village Hall – Cllor Pearson reported on the most recent meeting.  
 
Peer Challenge Meeting – the Clerk reported that she had attended this meeting on 14 September 2016 as 
part of a Peer Review organised through the Local Government Association to look at the difficult financial 
position of Cannock Chase Council. The team consisted of representatives of other councils (a Councillor, 
CEO and other officers) who spent three days meeting with a range of staff, stakeholders and Members. 
Following the visits, feedback in the form of a written report would be issued with recommendations.  

 
16. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

No reports  
  

17. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
27 September 2016).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the council with 
reserves of £7168.23.  This includes £1500 Community Fund grant for the public access defibrillator. 

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) Completion of Audit 

The parish council has received notice from the external auditor, Grant Thornton (dated 24 August 2016) 
that the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come 
to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not 
been met. Other matters drawn to the attention of the Parish Council (not affecting their opinion) are: that 
the publication of its Notice indicating the period of the exercise of public rights (commencing on 3 June 
and ending on 15 July 2016) was more than the 30 days required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 
2015. 

The Notice of Completion of Audit and audited Annual Return have been displayed on the Parish Council’s 
website. 

Resolved:  The completion of the audit for the financial year 2015-16 was noted.  
 

c) Financial Position of Cannock Chase Council and its impact on Town and Parish Councils 

A letter from Tony McGovern (dated 4 August 2016) explained the difficult financial position of Cannock 
Chase Council following the closure of Rugeley Power Station and 50% reduction of Government Grant 
(which will in the future be completely withdrawn). He invited comments on two potential savings options 
being put forward for consideration as part of the Financial Recovery Plan for the District. These are: 

1. To withdraw payment of Council Tax Support Grant to parish and town councils 

2. Removal of the budget for Christmas illuminations from 2017 and to offer town and parish councils the 
opportunity to take them on.  

After circulation of the letter to Members, a letter of response (dated 31 August 2016) was forwarded to 
Cannock Chase Council from Brindley Heath Parish Council.  
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A second email from Mr McGovern’s office (dated 16 September 2016) provided notice that the District 
Council was going out to a 6-week public consultation from 23 September on a full range of savings options.     

Resolved: To confirm the comments made in the Parish Councils letter dated 31 August 2016 in response 
to the financial pressures of Cannock District Council. To also note the public consultation.   

 
d) To authorise cheques for payment 

100096 ICO £35.00 Data Protection renewal of 
registration: to 13 September 
2017 
 

100097 T. Williams £18.37 Expenses: postage £16.37 & 
stationery £2 (relating to May 
and June 2016) 
 

100098 The White House 
 

£25.00 Use of room for parish meeting 
on 27 September 2016 
 

100099 T. Williams £363.99 Salary July & August 2016. 
£177.84 x 2 + postage £2.79 + 
£5.52  
 

    

 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
  

18. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Candidates for the parish councillor vacancy will be asked to attend for the hour prior to the next meeting, 
from 6.30pm.  
 
Trevor Warburton, Secretary to Friends of Cannock Chase will be asked if he would be available to attend 
the meeting in December due to the councillor vacancy item. 
 

19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 15 November 2016 at 7.30pm at the White House.  

 
20. EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

Resolved: That under the Public Bodies (admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and 
representatives of the press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items 
of business: 
 
Staffing pay review – following a discussion it was decided that the matter be considered when the budget 
and precept are set for the 2017-18 financial year.    

 
 

The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.25pm. 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
Date…………………………………………………… 


