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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY 29 MAY 2012  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

8.45PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     A. Pearson 
     J. Wilkes 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs. A. Turville      

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    County and District Councillor J. Bernard 
       Mrs. T. Williams (Clerk) 
        

 
1. APOLOGIES:      

Apologies were given on behalf of K. Baker.  
 

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 17 April 2012 were approved as a true record. 
 

3. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM LAST MEETING 
a) Environmental/wildlife habitat and plant enquiries to Cemex 
Cllor Adams has continued to experience difficulty in contacting both Gareth Fenna (Site Manager) and 
Shaun Denny (Planner) of Cemex. (Cllor Bernard had previously supplied a contact number for Shaun Denny 
(0121 569 7459) as Shaun is not based regularly at the Rugeley site).    
 
b) Hednesford Raceway – Event Enquiry 
It was reported at the last meeting that a three day event was listed on the Incarace website for the holding 
of National Championships on 3, 4 and 5 August 2012. It was understood that an event spanning three days 
would contravene the code of practice.  
 
The code of practice for Hednesford Hill Raceway states that practice days can be permitted on the Friday 
before a two day event. The permitted practice times are between 2.00pm and 5.00pm, and amplifiers can 
be used between 1.00pm and 6.00pm. The Strategic Asset Manager at Cannock Chase Council has 
confirmed that the practice period is permitted on Friday 3 August 2012 as this is a National Championship 
event.  
 
c) CHAPS Dedication Service on 28 April 2012  
A report was given on the Service by members who had attended. There was a very large turnout on the 
day and the event was very successful despite the bitterly cold weather.  
 
d) Other matters 
None 

 
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting with Duncan (David) Rollo and Chief Inspector 
Carlton Ratcliffe from Cannock Chase District LPT to discuss policing issues on Cannock Chase.  
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Some of the issued discussed were: 

 Forest Concerts – Policing of events is determined by the Forestry Commission’s brief. 

 Lewd behaviour on some car parks – Patrols are undertaken and activity is being monitored by the 
Police at known sites. However, discreet acts of this nature are not a criminal offence. One way the 
Police are managing the issue is through identification and pursuance of offenders who deposit 
litter (which is a public order offence). A routine procedure is being followed - which (apart from 
reducing litter) is highlighting to the people involved that the Police know they (as individuals) 
are/have been visiting car parks, and raises awareness of a police presence.   

 Shooting activity – Police have advised that the operator using land off Kingsley Wood Road is 
acting within the law. 

 Parking up for drinking sessions and then driving away at speed  
 

It was agreed that Duncan would be asked to attend a future meeting of the Council. 
 
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence  

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 
b) Items of Particular Interest/Items Requiring a Response 

The following items of post were considered: 

 Victoria Henderson has offered to attend a future Parish Council meeting to talk about her 
role as Consultation & Engagement Officer. It was agreed that Victoria be invited to a future 
meeting.  

 Events in Hednesford Park – A ‘Hednesford’s Got Talent’ event is being held on Saturday 2 
June 2012 and an ‘It’s a Knockout!’ event on Saturday 4 August 2012.   

 Urban Forestry Tree Strategy – Victoria Henderson is looking for representatives from 
community groups across the district to take part in a focus group to develop ideas which 
will influence the shaping of the District Council’s Urban Forestry (Tree) Strategy.  

 Fusion Credit – This Lichfield based Credit Union is extending its area of operation to 
include people living and working in within the Cannock Chase District. The first collection 
point is planned to operate from the District Council’s Civic Centre. Membership costs £2 
plus a minimum deposit of £1  

 Staffordshire County Council Street Lighting Energy Conservation Initiative – The content of 
a letter from Stephen Bradbury, Lighting & ITS Manager (dated 11 May 2012) was noted. 
Dimmable street lights are being introduced within the County and a selection process will 
apply. ‘Part night’ street lights can be considered by Staffordshire County council if parish 
councils want them, and have the support of their community (again a selection process 
will apply). Reversions back to all night street lighting would have to be funded by Parish 
Councils.  Questions and concerns were invited by Stephen Bradbury.  

 Broadband Champions Project – Staffordshire County Council is investing £7.44m to 
improve broadband services around the county (which will be match funded by the 
Government). Officers from the Transport Support Unit are seeking to recruit members of 
local communities to become broadband champions to assist in promoting and supporting 
the program of works.  

A number of events are being held to discuss the project and the dates and venues were 
noted. 
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Members commented about the increasing importance of broadband speed and that it had 
been noticed that speeds had slowed down over the previous 4/5 weeks.  

Resolved: All items of correspondence were noted. 
 
6. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

CH/12/0159 36 Chancery Drive, Hednesford – Part change of use of a dwelling to provide beauty 
treatments on a part time basis (20 – 25 hours) 
 
A letter has been forwarded to the District dated 21 May 2012 stating that the Parish Council has no 
objections in principle, but are concerned about the impact on roadside parking which is already a problem 
in this cul-de-sac.   
 
Resolved: To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee on the above 
proposed development.  

b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/12/0167 Birchwood, Kingsley Wood Road, Rugeley – Change of use of residential dwelling to 
residential dwelling and cattery business, with outdoor boarding cattery in existing outbuilding with 
associated office 
 
A number of Issues concerning the proposed development were discussed. 
 
Resolved: To forward collective observations to the Clerk by 5 June 2012.   
 
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH/12/0098 J.S. Holford Farm Group, Cotswold Road, Hednesford – Extension to barn 
 
Planning approval was awarded on 8 May 2012 and the reasons for granting permission noted. 
 
Resolved: To note the District Council’s decision and reasons for the granting of planning permission. 
 
d) Planning Legislation on the siting of caravans 
Information on planning law and caravans had been supplied to the Chairman and Cllor Cotton following 
the concerns raised about caravans being brought onto local plots of private land after their sale.   
 
Resolved: To monitor activity on the land and discuss the details of planning law and caravans at a future 
meeting where required.   
 
e) Fencing adjoining the highway on Stafford Brook Road 
Concern had been expressed about a fence erected on private land in Stafford Brook Road. No planning 
permission has been sought even though the fence exceeds one metre in height and is adjacent to the 
highway.  
 
No update is available to date, following Cllor Geoff Martin’s enquiry with the Highways Department. 
 
Resolved: To welcome an update on the matter when it is available.  

   
7. FOREST CONCERTS 2012 

Cannock Chase Council will be monitoring noise levels generated by the Forest Concerts on both evenings – 
Friday 29 June and Saturday 30 June, at the points specified by Magistrates. 
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Karen Sulway, Environmental Protection Manager has written to invite the Parish Council to nominate an 
address where additional monitoring can take place, and the Chairman has supplied details of a local 
resident. Officers will leave a sound recording device to operate through both evenings from 7.00pm to 
11.00pm, but only if the weather is dry and calm (not windy). 
 
Comments were made about the difficulty in getting through to officials to lodge complaints during the 
concert events as the contact telephone numbers provided have not been manned.  
 
Resolved:  To note the noise monitoring arrangements which have been proposed by Cannock Chase 
Council.    

 
8. KINGSLEY WOOD ROAD  

Firearms activity and incidents of anti social behaviour will continue to be monitored. Quantities of 
accumulated litter are being picked up along this section of road regularly by local residents.   
 
Resolved: To continue monitoring activity around the site of the land. 

 
9. RUGELEY RECYCLING CENTRE 

An email received from County Cllor Mark Winnington, Cabinet Member for Environment and Assets (dated 
3 May 2012) with information on the work being undertaken at Rugeley Household Waste Recycling 
Centre, and a breakdown of costs, was noted (from the Clerks Report).   

 
Resolved:  To note the information from Cllor Winnington on the development of Rugeley Household 
Waste Recycling Centre.    
 

10. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
The Chairman reported that he had still not been successful in making contact with Cllor Baker to ask 
whether he is now in a position to return to the Council.  
 
Resolved: To grant Cllor Baker leave of absence to the next meeting of the Council on 31 July 2012. 
The Clerk will in the meantime write to Cllor Baker to ask whether he wishes to return to the Parish Council.  
The item will be brought forward to the next agenda.     

 
11. INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS 

The forthcoming meeting was noted: 
a) Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum on 11 June 2012 
 
Resolved: To note the date of the forthcoming meeting. 

 
12. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

a) Standards Board Meeting on 30 May 2012 – This meeting was attended by Cllor Pearson 
b) AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting on 14 May 2012 – Trudy Williams attended this meeting 
c) Any other reports – Trudy Williams attended a meeting on 29 May 2012, arranged for Parish Clerks 

by the Chief Executive of Cannock Chase Council.  The items discussed were: possibility of the 
District Council providing support services to parishes, arrangements for the code of conduct, 
policy on bus shelters and localism.  

 
13. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Councillor Bernard provided information and advice on agenda items as they occurred. 
 

14. FINANCE 
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a) Update on Financial Position of the Council 
The HSBC account balance at 12 May 2012 is £4595.94 (cheque 100006 for £7.79 not yet presented). 
 
Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 

 
b) Future Auditing Arrangements  
The Audit Commission has given notice (in a letter dated 10 May 2012) that Grant Thornton UK LLP has 
been appointed (for five years from 1 September 2012) to audit the annual returns of all small bodies in 
Staffordshire. The Parish Council are invited to make written contact with the Director of Audit Policy and 
Regulation by Friday 29 June 2012, if it is aware of any reason why the Commission should not appoint 
Grant Thornton as auditor.  
 
The scale of fees for the next five years (from 2012/13 to 2016/17) state that small bodies with an 
income/expenditure between 0 to £10,000 will pay no audit fee.  
 
Resolved: To note the information on new auditing arrangements, and to raise no objection to the 
appointment of Grant Thornton in undertaking future audits of the Council’s accounts.  

 
c) To receive a report from the Internal Auditor for the year 2011/12 
The internal auditing of the accounts has been completed by Julie Hill and she has completed and signed 
section 4 of the Annual Return. She has also supplied the Council with an audit report containing her 
findings (distributed to all members in the Clerks Report – Appendix B). 

 
The completed Annual Return was posted to the Audit Commission on 9 May 2012 (along with a covering 
letter, bank reconciliation and statement of variances).   

  
Resolved: To note the work undertaken by the Internal Auditor and her Audit Report for 2011/12.  

 
A file containing the Council’s accounts for 2011/12 was handed to Councillor Mrs Turville for ‘internal 
auditing by an appointed Councillor’.    

 
d) Cheques for Payment 

100009 
 

The White House 
 

   £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 29 
May 2012 
 

100010 Councillor Paul Adams £250.00 Chairman’s Allowance 2012/13 

100011 Julie Hill   £40.00 Auditing of Accounts for 2011/12 
2 hours @ £20 

100012 Broker Network Ltd £274.69 Came & Company Parish Council 
Insurance. Renewal of policy 
(year 3 of 3) 6/7/12 to 5/7/13 
 

100013 
 

Trudy Williams  £389.67  Salary April & May 2012 
£341.14, Postage £35.48, 
Telephone  £13.05 

  _______  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £979.36  

  
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
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15. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

Quarry entrance off the Rugeley Road - Councillor Pearson. 
  

16. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 31 July 2012 at The White House, Marquis Drive, 
Brindley Heath (subject to availability).  

 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.50pm 

 
 

Signed………………………......................... 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
 
 
Date…………………………………………………… 


