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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

ON TUESDAY 24 MARCH 2015  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     P. Bishop 
     A. Pearson 
     Mrs. M. A. Turville 
     R. Turville 
            
  
IN ATTENDANCE:    PC Paul Bradbury (for Police Item) 
       PC Lee Turner (for Police Item) 
       Mrs J. Gray (to end of Public Participation) 
       Mrs. T. Williams (Clerk)   
 
 

  
 
The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting.  
 
It was agreed that the Police Reports item be brought forward to the beginning of the agenda so that the 
Officers could leave earlier if they wished to do so.     

 
1. APOLOGIES 

None 
 

2. POLICE REPORTS 
PC Paul Bradbury and PC Lee Turner both provided an overview of their roles and responsibilities as team 
members of Cannock Chase District Local Policing Team.  
 
PC Bradbury advised that he had not been made aware of Council meeting dates previously and would 
attend in future where possible. He assured Members that Officers are keen to work with the Parish 
Council and acknowledged that maintaining adequate staffing levels in Rugeley had proven challenging 
over the recent past.   
 
PC Bradbury (Western Springs and Etching Hill Neighbourhood Team, covering Rugeley and the Rugeley 
side of the Chase, including Etching Hill and Springfields) reported that over the last four weeks only half a 
dozen or so calls had been made in relation to incidents in the Brindley Heath area. These involved: a grass 
fire, a burnt out vehicle, a deer accident, an assault, an incident involving a jogger and a cyclist and parking 
issues in Post Office Lane. 
 
PC Turner (Rawnsley Neighbourhood Team and Rural Crime Officer) advised that his rural work involved 
matters such as poaching, theft of horse tack and pedal cycles, inappropriate sexual activity, drug dealing 
etc. There is a route (known as the Green Route) on which vulnerable locations have been identified and 
these are patrolled as often as possible. Penkridge Bank Road is on this route.  
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In respect of accidents involving deer, it was suggested that the organisers of the forest concerts be asked 
to routinely make an announcement on stage at the end of each show advising that care is taken when 
leaving the venue as it is a forest area and deer could run into the road.   PC Bradbury said he would make 
this suggestion to the Forestry Commission. It was highlighted that there are no street lights at the junction 
of Penkridge Bank Road/Birches Valley and that motorists often don’t adhere to the 40mph advisory speed 
limit across the Chase.  
 
Roadside parking issues in Post Office Lane had improved since soil banks had been installed along the 
roadside by the Forestry Commission at the bend and bottom section. Double yellow lines are on both sides 
of the road. 

 
The Police Officers were advised that motorbike scrambling had become a problem again in Kingsley Wood 
Road. Parking up to drink alcohol and discard bottles/litter was also continuing. PC Bradbury said he was 
unaware of recent incidents and had assumed all was fine. He urged Members to contact them about such 
matters whenever necessary.   
 
At the end of the item the Police Officers were thanked for their attendance before they vacated the 
meeting.   

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Mrs Jacqui Gray raised concerns about the removal of trees and other ground work that has been taking 
place on land near her home. These points were noted by Councillors.  
 

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2015 were approved as a true record.  
  

5. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
A small section of fencing in Kingsley Wood Road, adjoining land belonging to Rugeley Quarry, has not been 
repaired. The Clerk will raise another enquiry with Cemex. 
 

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No report 
 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest or Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were highlighted:     

 Community Council of Staffordshire – a letter from Chris Welch, Chief Executive (dated March 
2015) inviting the Parish Council to consider becoming a member at a cost of £25.  

Members decided not to take up membership. 

 Community Paths Initiative – Invitation from Paul Rochfort, Principal Rights of Way Officer to once 
again submit bids for funding under the scheme. The final date for submissions is 30 May 2015.  

No ideas for projects were made. A good number of volunteers are required for most types of 
community paths project and these are not readily available.  

 Staffordshire County Council’s Definitive Map and Statement for Cannock Chase District – the Map 
has been updated with modifications and can be viewed at Cannock Chase Council offices, Rural 
Access Team (at 1 Staffordshire Place) and Libraries (Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley). 
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 Neighbourhood Highway Team – invitation to submit jobs to the team who will be working in the 
Brindley Heath and Rugeley areas for 11 days from 23 April 2015. 

No new jobs were identified (although the cleaning of road signs could be resumed). 

 Staffordshire Learning Infrastructure Forecast – email from Gail Edwards District Commissioning 
Lead Staffordshire County Council (dated 27 February 2015).  

 SPCA Weekly Bulletins – ‘People Power’ funding opportunities are made available to local groups by 
the Police and Crime Commissioner. £500,000 is available during 2015-16 in the form of grants of 
between £100 and £3000. Applications are sponsored by the Neighbourhood Police Officers and 
are initially assessed by the Local Community Safety Partnership. 

 Dementia Centres of Excellence Project – Alan White, Cabinet Member for Health, Care and 
Wellbeing at Staffordshire County Council has advised that a contract has been signed between the 
County Council and the Symphony Consortium for the creation of a project that will bring 
innovative, high quality dementia care to Staffordshire. 
      

Resolved:  That all correspondence and items of interest be noted.    
 
c) Consultations 

Notice from Cannock Chase Council of BT’s Proposal to Remove a Payphone in Brindley Heath Road 

British Telecom has written to Cannock Chase Council advising that it has assessed the need for a payphone 
at Brindley Heath Road, Hednesford and is proposing to permanently remove it due to low usage of the 
service during the previous twelve months. 
 
The Parish Council is invited to put forward any comments to Planning Policy, Cannock Chase Council by 24 
March 2015.  

 
Resolved: To object to the removal of the payphone in Brindley Heath Road on the grounds that it may 
continue to provide a valuable service in circumstances where someone doesn’t have a mobile phone or 
line connection available, particularly in the event of an emergency.   

 
8. PARISH ELECTIONS 2015 

a) Candidates and Agents Meeting on 26 March 2015 
A briefing for candidates who are standing at the elections on 7 May 2015 (and their agents), will be held at 
5.30pm on 26 March 2015 in Cannock Chase Council’s Council Chamber. The timetable leading to the 
elections will be covered together with an overview of roles and responsibilities. Nomination packs will be 
available for collection on the evening. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would attend the meeting and collect nomination packs on behalf of all Members 
that were unable to go themselves. Cllor Pearson and Cllor Ballett would be attending.   
 
b) Notice of Change of Location of Polling Station 
An email message from Steve Partridge, Democratic Services Manager (dated 5 March 2015) advises that 
the polling station previously at Birches Valley would be relocated to Slitting Mill Village Hall (WS15 2UR) on 
7 May 2015.  
 
Letters have been prepared to advise all affected households which will include information about how to 
request a postal vote.     
 
Resolved: To note the information 
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9. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

CH/15/0027 Swiss House Farm, Penkridge Bank Road, Rugeley – variation of condition 8 of planning 
consent CH/11/0270 to provide suitable accommodation for bats. 
 
A letter was forwarded to the District Council on 11 February 2015 advising that the Parish Council was in 
full support of the proposal to provide accommodation to bats.  
 
CH/15/0048 Mill Green Designer Village – Hybrid planning application for a designer outlet village 
development comprising: Full application for Phase 1- Comprising remodelling of existing landform of the 
site; erection of up to 23,758 sqm (GEA) of commercial units comprising a mix of uses at ground floor, 
including retail, restaurants/cafes and drinking establishments (Classes A1, A3 and A4) and outdoor play 
areas and centre management suite and retail storage areas at first floor level; diversion of water courses 
and sewers and associated drainage works. Associated works include hard and soft landscaping, new 
vehicular and pedestrian access from A460/Eastern Way including underpass and formation of two 
pedestrian accesses to the adjoining Mill Green Nature Reserve and associated works to include formation 
of part of the Heritage Trail, and upgraded pedestrian and cycle route along Eastern Way, provision of 
temporary and permanent car and coach parking.  

 
Outline application for Phase 2 - Comprising erection of up to 10,389 sqm (GEA) of commercial units 
comprising retail uses at ground floor (Class A1), erection of multi storey car park with associated access 
and hard/soft landscaping (all matters reserved except access). 
 
The District Council had circulated the planning application electronically (which was forwarded on to 
Members) and the final date for comments was 20 March 2015.   
 
The application was discussed and it was concluded that the Parish Council would not collectively respond 
to the consultation as the Designer Village will be located a distance away from Brindley Heath Parish and is 
not anticipated to have any significant adverse effects.  
 
Resolved:  To confirm support for the bat accommodation at Swiss House Farm and the decision not to 
comment on the Mill Green Designer Outlet Village planning application. 
 
b) New Planning Applications Received 

No new applications for consideration  
 

c) Planning Decisions Made by the District Council 

No planning decisions have been received  
 
10. CANNOCK CHASE - FOREST 

a) There was no update in relation to the setting up of a working group with other parish councils.    

b) Review of boundaries of SAC and SSSI sites. The Clerk will request an update on progress from Natural 
England. 

Resolved: To note the information.  
 
11. PARISH WARD ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Removal of protected Silver Birch trees situated on land at the corner of Stafford Brook Road and Penkridge 
Bank Road has given cause for concern locally and investigations are being undertaken by the District 
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Council’s Tree and Landscape Protection Officer. It has been noted that more trees (of the same variety) 
have been felled since the last meeting of the Parish Council in February 2015. 
 
Concerns were also noted in relation to the following issues:    

 Low wooden posts installed along the verge in Stafford Brook Road – pedestrians/walkers have 
commented on the hazard they create. 

 The erection of fencing on a field off Stafford Brook Road – this is considered to be out of alignment 
with the purposes of the Green Belt as openness is compromised. The Planning Department has 
confirmed that the fencing has been erected in consultation with Planning Officers and falls within 
the permitted development height limitations. The fencing is also open in design.  

 Removal of fencing to enlarge a domestic curtilage – questions are raised about whether the action 
constitutes a ‘change of use’.   

 A road (with a hard core surface) on land off Stafford Brook Road – the road has appeared here 
only over recent years and questions are raised about whether planning permission is required.  

 Deviations from the plans on a new build house that is under construction.   
  
b) Brindley Village 

No issues raised 
 
Resolved: To raise queries on all development control matters in Chase Side Ward with appropriate 
Officers at the District and County Councils.  

 
12. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS  

Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum – Monday 22 June 2015, 7pm, Council Chamber, Rugeley Town 
Council (to be confirmed) 

Hednesford Community Forum – Monday Tuesday 30 June 2015. Location to be confirmed.  

 
13. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllor Adams had attended a meeting of Chetwynd’s Charity and Etching Hill Trust. 

Cllor Ballett reported that at the Hednesford Community Forum issues resulting from road resurfacing have 
continued to be highlighted. Problems have been caused by loose/straying surface stones.   

 
14. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

a) Although reported to the District Council by Cllor Pearson, the following matters have not yet been 
attended to:    

 Cleaning out road gullies to prevent flooding in Market Street 

 Car park near the Red Lion Public House is in a dirty condition with overgrown vegetation and litter 
 
b) Cllor Cotton reported on a Community Safety Options consultation that Staffordshire Fire & Rescue 

Service are running. Views are being sought on the way future services should combine prevention, 
protection and response activities to keep communities safe, meet the challenge of reduced public 
sector funding and reflect the changing demands and risks faced by the service.  

 
Three options have been devised and Cllor Cotton advised Members that all of the options outlined 
have the potential to leave the Rugeley Station vulnerable. It was suggested that the Parish Council 
write to the Fire & Rescue Service stating the view that existing services should be maintained as they 
currently are and not changed or altered in favour of any of the options that have been outlined.   
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It was agreed that the Parish Council would write to the Fire & Rescue Service expressing the view that 
the services should continue as they are and not be subject to any change. 

 
15. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 

The Clerk reported that the Parish website has enough content on it to justify making it available for public 
viewing; although there is still a lot of work to do and will continue to be a work in progress for some time 
to come. The site address is: www.brindleyheath-pc.org.uk 
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council’s new website be made available for public viewing. Progress will 
continue to be made on its development over the coming weeks and months.     
 

16. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Financial Position of the Council 

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
24 March 2015).  
  
The HSBC account balance at 2 March 2015 (latest bank statement) is £4803.81. (all cheques have been 
presented). 

 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) To approve printing charges  

Resolved: To approve a costing of £100, payable to Trudy Williams, for printing of council paperwork over 
the previous year.   
 
A full set of original HP black and colour cartridges have been purchased at a cost of £316.15. The Council’s 
usage was costed at £100 during 2014-15 (three reams, mostly printed on both sides, black ink with a small 
contribution to colour). 
 

 
c) Cheques for Payment 

100067 
 

The White House £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 24 
March 2015 
 

100068 Trudy Williams  
 

£453.38 Salary February & March 2015: 
£176.07 x 2. Postage £1.24. 
Printing £100 
 

100069 Staffordshire Parish Council’s 
Association   

£245.00 Annual Subscription for financial 
year 2015-16 

    

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 

 
17. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

No items  
 
18. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meetings of the Council will be the: Annual Parish Meeting, and Annual Meeting. 
both to be held on Tuesday 19 May 2015 at The White House, Marquis Drive, Brindley Heath.   

 

http://www.brindleyheath-pc.org.uk/
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The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.40pm  
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………… 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


